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To the ryghe worſhypfull maiſter 
Gre rego2p — forte der Bhs 
— fozde Crum welk, koꝛde beim 
I ſeale, Richard M oꝛiſyne wiſſßeiß 
mucße wealth, with continnak 
encreace of dertne. 


5 "HO SO VVEL 
5 feleth the ducties, 
'that bclongeto an 
SD; honeſthart, and is 
any thing acqueins 
tid with thoſe thꝛe 
ladies, which won 
- — 'derfully mainteine 
the copfull ſocietic of mans lyte, cal⸗ 
lid amonges the Grecians Charites, 
among the latins Gratie, he can not 
moſte gentyll mayſter Lrumwel, but 
ſe infinite canſes, why J ought with 
al foꝛce ot body, al ſtrength of mpnd, 
all alacritie and chierefull pꝛompte⸗ 
nes of courage. ſtudy to gratifte pon, 
ſtudy to make you beare with oone, 
that fapne wolde, and neuer can be 
able to come out of debte. The kyꝛſte 
of theſe the dames, is Bounfyfulk bes 
neficence, a lady of louely coſitenance, 
and noble ſtomatze, one that alwaics 
Au longety 


THE PREFACH 
{ongeth,ſtyl hauing that ſhe longeth 
fot, alwapes with childe, and ſtil de- 
Iyuered, alway pꝛotptynge, and ſtyll 
luſtynge to pꝛokite, alwape helpynge 
ſome , and ſtyll deſpꝛefull to helppe 
mo. The grekes name her ſometyme 
Eurydomene, whiche ſignitieth a lar⸗ 
ge and a plentitull gyuer,fome tyme 
Aglaia, whiche ſoundeth amonges vs 
gladnes, teachyng men euen by her 
name, that of dutie,benefittes ought 
to be gyuen chierefully. The ſeconde 
ladpe is T6ankefufnes of minde, neuer 
foigettynge benefyttes receyued, her 
name is Thalia, whiche ſygnifterh 
treſchenes 02 areencneſle, bycauſe du⸗ 
tie and honeſtie woll, all pleaſures, 
all benetites ſtyll to be freſſhe in me⸗ 
moꝛp, ſtyli to be greene. neuer to wy⸗ 
ther, neuer to faade, all tyme to flo⸗ 
ryſhe. The thyꝛd lady is Euphroſyne, 
muche lyke her ſyſter Aglaia, a damo⸗ 
ſell full of ſolace, full of delectation, 
continually deuiſyng, by what mea: 
nes (he map do pleaſure foz pleaſure, 
recompence kyndnes with kyndnes. 
Authozs of greate name and muche 
wyledome, make theſe thze,to 0 a ll 

| ande 
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hande in hande, the fy:ſte lokyng ſpl 

fo:warde, not ones caſtynge her epe 
backe, neuer imbzapdpng benefites 
giuen and paſte. The ſeconde and the 
thy:de euer moꝛe beholding the kyꝛſt, 
with ami able coſitenance, with feith 
full eye of remembꝛance, and full ins 
tente of recompence, as farre, as pos 
wer, foꝛdꝛed with mooſte deſpze may 
92 can.Underſuche cloudes, ſage aud 
graue wꝛyters, are wonte darckly to 
inſinuate thynges of greate wepght, 
thynges very neceſary fo: the quiet 
and honeſt leadyng of mannes lyfe, 
thynges wozthy to beof all men ens 
bꝛaced, woꝛthy to be ſet fired and en- 
grafted in al mens hartes. They per 
ceyued, that moꝛal pꝛeceptes pletant⸗ 
ly ſet out in feate colours of wyttie 
phantaſies, both crepe faſter into our 
boſomes , and alſo tarye there with 
muche mote delectation and pꝛokite, 
than they wolde, beyng playnly ſpo- 
ken. wherfoze as you nowe lee, what 
they mente by thoſe thꝛee ladyes, ſos 
vou multe alſo nedes ſee, home J am 
bounde. to owe pou my harte, my ſer⸗ 


uyce, with al that thep 2 map do 


toꝛ 
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| THE PREFACE, 
fot you. Foz how can J, my 102d portr 
father, beyng ſo far in amours, with 
that louelp ladye Eurydomene, leaue 
mpne attendance vpon the other two 
damuiſels,betpzelife leaue me? Dow 
tanne J, beyng enupꝛonned with foo 
many and ample his benekites, not 
deſyte Thalia & Euphroſyne, that they 
bothe repoꝛte me, to lacke power, but 
no good wyll, I truſt they bothe ſhal 
haue good cauſe, ſo to do. Certes, it J 
had ſene, where either my lyttel wit, 
oꝛ pooꝛe hatte might better haue ſer⸗ 
ued his loꝛdechyp, then in openynge 
vnto pou, his dere and enticrly belo⸗ 
ned ſonne, ſuche pꝛeceptes of vertue, 
as may make pou moſt lyke pour no⸗ 
ble father, there are noo pepnes that 
coulde haue kepte me from doping of 
it. Allure your ſelfe, mayſter Crum⸗ 
well, it labour, and harte may pape 
the tribute, that loue oweth,you ſhal 
neuer nede to areſte me. This boke, 
was gathered by Tudouicus Utues, 
& man greatly conuetſant in all good 
authoꝛes, and excellentiy wel ſene in 
all kyndes of learnyng. The booke 
bathe vndoutedly, muche moze ibis 
* [IA is 
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in his doſome, than the.tytle pꝛomp⸗ 
ſeth in the toꝛehed. It is not onely an 
Introduction to wyſedome, but if ye 
goo as it leadeth you , it introduceth 
wyſedome into you, rootyng the loue 
and deſire of vertue in your harte, ex⸗ 
typing fromit al maner of vyce, and 
all vucieannefſe, furniſhing pou with 
generall preceptes, fo: all kyndes of 
lyfe, foz all ages, fo: all degrees and 
conditions, whiche pꝛeceptes, if pou 
Harbour in your bꝛeaſte, muſte nedes 
be a greate ſtay, helpe and comfozte 
vnto pour tẽdꝛe age. They ſhal bzing 
to palle'many thynges in your 1yfe 
tyme, with greate pleaſure, and no 
papne at all, whiche otherwyſe erpe- 
rience ofte tymes poudzed with byt- 
ter repentance,ſhulde ſcaſe at length 
teache you. It is as wyſe Socrates 
ſapeth : Þzeceptcs of learnyng were 
inuented at the fy:ſte „as a nedefull 
Kaye and ſuccour vnto maus mynde, 
wanting knowledge and ce: 
uen as a ſtaffe is gyuen of neceſſitie, 
to ſtaye vp a feeble bodye. AlTuredly, 
knowe no one booke vntranllated, 
th halte ſo many holſome do⸗ 
„ Alt cumentes 


THE PREFACE, 
cumentes as this hathe, none that 
may ſo well leade you the ryght way 
to true honour, none where ye mape 
eyther with mote delite,o2 moꝛe hope 
of pour game, trace trewe nobtlitte. 
Folowe your leader, goon with your 
guyde,you ſhall fynde all the ſteppes 
and grices, wherbp not only my loꝛd 
pour father, honourably hathe clim⸗ 
med to nobilitie but al other, that in 
dede are oꝛ were at any tyme noble. 
You ſhall fynde manp thynges here 
that mape be to men in wealthe and 
woꝛſhyp an oꝛnament, many that are 
to men aſſauted with the ſurges ot 
ſower foꝛtune, ſure coſiſatlours;bzit- 
gyng with them, beſydes ryght and 
honeſt conſolation, muche delectable 
doctrine: finally, many that are a ſo⸗ 
uerapne medicine al moſte foꝛ al dif- 
eaſes. The booke is nowe youres, J 
truſte as the Jewels, whiche it offe- 
reth rnto you, be great. rare. and pꝛe⸗ 
tiouſe, that fo ye wol ſe them layd vp 
in place mete foꝛ ſuche ryches. Locke 
them taſte inthe cheſte of your harte, 
gyue the keye to remembꝛance, bat 
che map let them out, and carxe — 


. THE PREFACE, 
dome agapne, atſuche tymes as pe 
(all thynke conuerient. At ypemake 
theſe pꝛeceptes yours, by vſe ot them 
ſpeaking as they teach you, wozking 
as they aduiſe you , who ſhall haue 
moze cauſe to reiopſe of it, than you 
your ſelfe:wherin can you moꝛe pleſe 
my t02zdepour fathers mpnde2 what 
thynge can moze ſatiſfye his deſpꝛe: 
what greater comtoꝛte can come to 
his loꝛdchpp, then to ſe vou molt ipke 
him in conditions? What greater 
wo:hyp to pou, then to treade in his 
ſteppes? what hygher pleaſure to all 
them that loue bothe2 pour countrep 
knoweth, what noble feates my 102d 
pour father hathe wzought by wyſe- 
dome, lady goueruout of all vertues: 
who knoweth not, ho we honeſty map 
reloyſe. howe truthe & religion maye 
bolde vp they? handes to heuen, that 
god hath ſente to fo gratiouſe ſo pꝛu⸗ 
dent e wyſe a p2ince, ſo good ſo wyle 
and ſo faythefull a councellour:to ſo 
noble a mayſter, ſoo diligente a mini⸗ 
ſter, to ſo hyghe couragiouſe and vers 
tuouſe a kynge,a ſubiecte of ſo noble 
an harte aud nr J mult _ 

or, 
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of, I am entted iuto to longe a mats 

ter fo2 a ſbozte epiſtle. Wherfoze J 

can no moꝛe, but with al harte,deſire 

god, that it may pleaſe hym, louge to 
noble HENRY the vIII. 

ſtyilin all wealthe, in all bonour to 

repgne ouer vs, to the ſettyng fo:the, 

of goddts. honour, to the ſpzedyng as 

dꝛode of his glozie,to the magnifieng 

1 — on tn ag pr cy ne mag 

. +meſerue und lor e furt! 

119 vance of the ſame. Finallp, 

that pe map be hepꝛe k 

[:+ $12 hts:lozdeſhyps qua- 

ties and ver- 

121 tues, as wel 

as ok his 

| | honour 

and 


wonrldely dignitie. and 
thus out loꝛd ſend 
vou euer well 
dio kare. 
a 
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ment, this J lay, where euery thinge 
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Ax 


an ſet a ſyde 
welp to iudge 0 
chynges, s that we 
— 41 Ax ane cuerp thynge 
io be as it is, neither 
coue ng the vyle, as thoughe they 
were pꝛetiouſe, nother refuſing pꝛeci⸗ 
ouſe;as though they were ot no pꝛice 
no: gp uing diſpratle to thinges wozs 
thy pꝛapſe, ne yet commendyng thin⸗ 
ges woꝛthy diſcommendation. Foz, 
from this ſpꝛing, all errour rounneth 
into mennes mpudes. 
- There is nothyng moꝛe hurteful in 


mannes lyte, thã this coꝛrupte iudge 


is not eſtemed as it aught to be, and 
at ſuche pꝛite, as it is woꝛthe. 

The opimons and cãdmon percwa⸗ 
ſions of the people, are pernitiouſe: 
bycauſe fo: the moſte parte they iuge 
of all thynges moſte fondely. 

, Lertes the vulgare pcoplets a poo 
ſcho 
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ſchole maiſter of greateerrours 
There is nothyng that we ought to 
ſeke fo: w moꝛe ludye, than to bꝛyng 
him, that gpueth him ſelte to knowes 
ledge and wiſedome, from the tudges 
ment of the rude multitude. 
Fp1lt let him ſuſpecte as many thin 
s,as the multitude, with great aſ⸗ 
te, and conſente,dothe app:oue,vn 
tyli he hathe erampned thepm after 
thoſe mens rule. whiche make vertue 
a-meaſure | 
Let euery man, euen from his child 
bode, vſe to haue ryght opinions of 
all thpnges, whiche ſhall growe and 
encreaſe,lyke as his age dothe. - 

Let man deſpꝛe vpright thins 
ges, flee the croked:choſe the good, 
and retuſe the eupll, this vſe and cu⸗ 
ſtome ſhall tourne wel doyng almoſt 
into nature, and ſo wotke, that none, 
but ſuche as ate compelled, and ſuch 
as are in ſtryfe, founde the weaker, 
halbe bꝛought to do eupll. - 

The deſt kinde of life is(as ſone as 
thou 1— 2 be choſ#:Luſtome ſbal 


make this, as it ts beſte fo: $,ſo with 
in a ſhoꝛte ace, tobemoſt pleaſant. 


=_ l | _ | | . 
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Al the reſte of our lyfe hageth vpon 
our bringing vp, whan we be childik. 
Wherfo:e the fyꝛſt gryce, that men 
clymme vuto wyſedome by, is that 
that ſo many ancient w2iters ſpeake 
of, Se ipſũ noſce, Euety man to knowe 
dim ſelfe. 


C H diuiſion of ſucbe t6puctes, as 


are pe rteinpng vnfo men 
M AN is tonſtituted and made 


ot body and mynde: the body 
we haue ot theeatth, and thoſe 
elementes that we ſe and touche, like 
vnto the bodies of beaſtes. 

The minde we haue giuen vs from 
beauen, lyke vnto angels, lyke to god 
bym ſelte: by this parte man is eſte⸗ 
med man, and as greate wyſe men 
think e, they alone ate to be taken foz 
men, þ in this haue their iuſte pozct6. 

There be in the body, as belonging 
vnto if, beautic, healthe, integrite of 
memdꝛes, ſtrength, lightnes,delectas 
tion, and theyꝛ contraries, as defoꝛ⸗ 
mitie.ſicnnes, lacke ot lymmes, wea⸗ 
keneſſe.ſlouthe,ſozowe, and other, as 
well commodities of the body, as ins 
commo 


tommodi 


Ti 
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ies of the mynde, as lear⸗ 
ning and vertue, and their corrartes, 


rudeneſſe and vice. 

There be cettayne thynges not gi⸗ 
uen to all men, but chauncynge to a 
tewe e tbeſc be called thynges, Extra 
hominem, beſydes the nature ot man, 
as riches, power. nobilitie, honoꝛ, di⸗ 
gnitte, gloꝛp, fauoꝛ, their cõtraties, 
pouertie nedinelle, ignobility, vylc 
e hams, oblcurenes, hatred. 


C A dyniſpon of fginges 
| and ih ey pꝛice. 


HE aueene and p2inceſſe of all 
thinges molt higheſt, is Uertue, 

vnto whom all other ſcrue, as 
hande maydes they? matftreſles, pf 
they do as by duetie, they are boun⸗ 
den. J\ call Herfne a reuerent loue ts: 
wardes god and man. a right ſeruice 
and wo2\hipping of god, a right loue 
towarde man, loue J cap, not ending 
in woꝛdes, but loyned with an erneſt 
wyll to doo good. Other thynges, if 
thep be referred to this Hertne, that 
is, it they be ſought, kepte, and ſpent 
fo; ber 9 at her D 
thep 
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they can not ſeme eupl. Reither they 
that call ryches, and other thynges 
- yke, goodis, thought ſo of them, as 
nowe the rude people dothe, whiche 
Hathe ſo coꝛrupted the trewe and nas 
tiue ſignifications of thynges, that 
many of them haue loſte thepꝛ ryght 
eſtimation, and are changed vp ſette 
downe. Foz we multe vnderftande, 
where, whan, and. howe farre theſe 
thynges be good. 
We may not eſteme rycheſſe aboue 
theyꝛ value, oz fudge, that pꝛectouſe 
(ones, metalles, royal places, 03 goz⸗ 
gioule tmplementes of houſe, are ry⸗ 
cheſſe, oz they rythe, that haue theſe: 
but rather riches is not to wante ſu⸗ 
che thynges, as are neteſſarily requt- 
red to mans lyte. 
Trewe gloꝛp, is to be well ſpoken 
of, foz vertues ſake. | 
Trewe honour is to be had in vene⸗ 
ration toꝛ ſome greate vertue. 
The grace that men obtein of pꝛin⸗ 
cis 92 other people, ſhulde be tauout 
boꝛne to them foz theyꝛ amtable vers 
ears, amd qualities, loue woꝛthpe. 


ignitie is either a ryght opinion, 
| whiche 
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' whiche one man hath of an other foz 
vertues ſake, oꝛels a certeyne beautie 
ot ſome inwarde vertue ,outwardely 
 expelle befoꝛe mennes eyes. 

Power and reygne is, to haue ma: 
ny, whom thou mayſte Cuccour and 


 aydein ght and honeſtie. 
£0 He is to be reckened noble, that is 
knowen by ſome ercellent acte, to be 
8 noble, ozels commeth ot an auncient 
" . — d ſheweth hym ſelte to be in 


d woꝛthy qualities, lyke vn 


Ford 1 fo his Sp rentes. 
t gentyll man is he, whom 


5 — jathe faſbyoned and ſet, as it 
3 were in e toꝛ the recepte of 


K N bete temperat habptude of 


Dealt 
88 


the bodye, whereby the mynde bothe 
need 1 her arengche, and exertyſeth 


yer Pome tandeth in ſuche liniamen 
tes, ſhape, and poztrature of the body 
8s et — a beautifull mynde to 
the and valiauntneſſe ts. to 
d accomplyſhe the exernies 
t without wer ines. 
pleas | 
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15leaſure is a pure, ſound, hole, and 
continuall delectation, whiche is ta⸗ 
ken onely of thoſe thynges, that be⸗ 
lounge vuto the mynde. 
Ik a man doo diſculſſe and reaſon 
theſe thynges afoꝛe reherſed, other 
wiſe, that is after the mynde and iu⸗ 


ement of the ignoꝛãt people, he ſhal 


pnde them, to be thinges vnmete for 
men, thynges vayne, aud alſo verye 
burtefull. 


Fpꝛſte, al outwarde thynges be eys;. 
ther referred vnto the body, oꝛ to the 


mynde, as richeſſe are to the maynte⸗ 
nan te ot our life, honour to bear wit⸗ 
neſſe of our vertue, and well doyng. 
The body it ſelfe is nothyng els but 
a couerture, and a thynge bounde to 
ſcrue the ſoule , wherunto bothe nas 
ture, reaſon, and comlynes comande 
the ſayde bodpe to be ſubiecte as a 
ting bꝛute, to that that dpeth neuer, 
a thyng earth ly, to that that hathe a 
poꝛcion ot᷑ diuine nature in it. - 
Furthermoꝛe, learnyng is ſought 
fo2,and lodged in the mynde fo2 this 
intente, that we maye thereby bothe 
knows ſpnne , and pron the _ 
an 


"., = 


8 


— 


* 


. * 


eee 
and knowe vertue, and atteyne to it. 


It learnyng do not this in him that 


hathe it, ſhe leaueth her hoole duetie 
viidone. | 

- What other thyng is our Iyfe, but 
accrtayne peregrination, beſctte on 
euery (ide with ſo many daungetous 
chances, that theude therof, is cucry 
boure Hangyug ouer it, whiche ofte 
tymes falleth vpon moſte light occas 
tions? Wherkoꝛe it is a greate folye 
todo any thyng that is foule o2 fyl- 
thy, fo: the loue of vncertaine life, as 
who ſhuld ſay,thou were ſure to liue 
Longe, after thy naughty doyng. 

As it is in a iournep, ſo is it in mans 
nes lyfe, the lighter and lee burdein 
a man carieth, the eaſier and pleaſau 


ter his tourney is. 


Moꝛeouer, the nature of man is ſu⸗ 
che, and ſo oꝛdeyned, that it nedethe 
very tewe thinges. Jn ſo muche, that 
tf a man woll mote nerelper beholde 
this thyng, doubteles hecan not but 
vtterly condempne them, as madde 
folke, whiche ſo gredely and ſo care⸗ 
fully accumulate goodes vp6 goodes 
where as lo litle ſuffileth, His * 

1 as 
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was pꝛety # quicke, that thus expꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed riches; Sunt breuis vitæ longum via⸗ 
ricum,thatis; They are greate# long 
puruciance fo a lytle and ſhoꝛte like. 

Whertoꝛe rycheſſe, poſſeſſions, and 
apparcll ought to be pꝛepared onely 
fo: our neceTary vſe, which vſe is not 
holpeu by vnincaſurable richeſſe, but 
rather oppꝛeſſed, as ſhyppes oucrlas 
den with togreate a frayte. 

Bolde it ſelfe if thou vſe it not, dif- 
kereth very lytle from clape, ſauinge 
that the cuſtody therot dothe put the 
to moꝛe vnquietneſſe, cauſyng the, by 
reaſon thy mynde is only (ct thcron, 
to neglecte ſuche thynges as ought a 
boue all other, to be regarded. 

Monep bꝛyngeth men into a kynde 
of idolatrie, as ofte as foꝛ it thoſe o⸗ 
ther thinges, are ſet aſyde (Jmeane 
godly reucrence and cleanues) whi⸗ 
che are the greate, chieie, and kyꝛſte 
in Nature. J let paſſe, howe many 
deceptes, gynnes, and trapnes are 
leyed foꝛ ryches, how many and fon- 
dꝛy wayes they come to nought, and 
into howe many vytes they, whan 
they tarpe, dzyue men, dzawe men, 

B. ii. dzowne 
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dꝛowne men. & 
What other thing is gay apparel, 
but inſtrumentes to ſtrike vp a daſice 
fo: pꝛyde. | 

Kecellitie fyiſte inuented the pꝛo⸗ 
fitable garment, Niot and Kyches 
founde the preciouſe, whiche Danitie 
taſchioned vnto her trycke, Greate 

contention is in varietie ok apparell, 
whiche hath taught men many tu⸗ 
pertluous and hurtefulle thinges, by 
reaſon that they ſeke to be honoured 
tuen fo: that, whiche playnely de⸗ 
clareth they? infy2mytie, folye, and 
weakenes. 

Berebp it commeth to paſſe, that 
this parte of rycheſſe, no2gyous buil⸗ 
dynges, goodly houſeholde ſtuffe, pꝛe 
cious ſtones, and other ryche oꝛna⸗ 
mentes, de ſet out rather fo: a bꝛagge 
and to ſerue other mens eyes, than 
fo: the viſe and pꝛofptte of thoſe that 
pꝛofeſſe them. 

what other thyng is nobplity now 
but a chaunce, to be bozne of this oꝛ þ 
gentyll blond, and an opinion grafte 
vppon the fooliſhnes of rude and vn- 
lerned people, whichs oftentymes ts 
gotten 
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gotten by robberie and like waies. 

True aud perfecte nobtlitie, ſpins 
geth of vertue, wherfoze it is greate 
madnelle fo2 any man, to crake of 
bis parentes, being naught him ſelfe 
diſhonouring they? noble actes, with 
bis lewed doinges. 
Trewely we be all made of lyke e⸗ 
lementes, and haue al oue god, father 
to vs all, pet to contempue the byzth 
oꝛ ſtocke of any man, is under a co⸗ 
lour to repꝛoue god, whiche is the au 
tour of euerp mans natiutitie. 

what other thinge is power, than 
a faire cumbzaunce, wherin if man 
knewe, what troubles and cares lye 
hidden, howe great a ſea of euyls e⸗ 
uery day ouerrunneth theſmalſwete 
neſle of it, there is no man ſo ambiti⸗ 
ous, no man fo gredy of honour, but 
he wold flye it, as a greuous myſerp, 
he wold as that king ſayd, not ſtoupe 
to take vp a dyademe, it it lay befoze 
bim on the grounde. . 

Howe odiouſe a thyng is it. to go⸗ 
uerne eupll men 2 howe muche moe, 
if thou be euyll thy elke: 

Honour, if it it ſpꝛyng not of ver⸗ 

B iu tue, is 
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tue, is fally gyuen and w2ongfully 
taken, neither it can fully delyte the, 


where as thy coaſcience denyeth the 


to letue it. A gapue, it it do aryſeof 
vertue, vertue teacheth the to refuſe 
it. Fo: that ought not to be called oz 
taken fo! vertue, whiche is done fox 
deſyꝛe of honoute. Honoure muſte fo- 
lowe wel doyng, and is not to be cra- 
ued of the well doers. 

Howe can digmtics be called digni⸗ 
ties, oꝛ woꝛthines, whan they chance 
to moſt vnwoꝛthy perſons, gotten by 
deceyte, by craupnge koꝛ money, and 
ſuche other naughty meanes,in eſpe- 
ctall where they be gpuen by the ar- 
bitermente ot the rude multitude, a 
beaſte of many heades, whiche dothe 


nothyng asreaſon and ryght iudge⸗ 


ment wolde. And what other thynge 
is glo2y, thi as heſapd.a vayn blaſt, 
that fyllcty fooles cares? and as ho- 
nour and dignitie, are rather in hymn 
that gyucth them, than in him, that 
is th? recepuour.ſoo gloꝛye b2yngeth 
lytle oꝛ nothvng to him, that it is gps 
uen bnto. Tertes they bothe are vn⸗ 


tertapne, wanderyng and ſone gone, 


verp 
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very lpke vnto the multitude thepz 
parent, whiche in the ſpace of a day, 
highly pꝛapſeth, and depely diſp2ay- 
ſeth the ſame mi. we ſe therfoze, that 
honour commonly faſteſt fiyeth from 
him, that moſt ſeketh it, and gocth to 
them, that leaſte regarde it, agrepug 
in thi3 poynt with the nature and cõ⸗ 
dicton of the variable people, whiche 
ofte times fiye from him, whom they 
ought ſoneſt to folowe, J nedenot ta 
ſay, that this honour and diguitie a⸗ 
ryſc of cauſes ſomtyme folpſhe, ſome 
tyme very noughty. Ofte tymes he 
cometh vp a paſe, that can play well 
at tenupſſe. ofte times he wareth ho- 
nourable,that leaueth honeſtie, ſpen- 
dyng his patrimonp vpon toackettes 
mynſtrelles and (coffers. 

But warre, that is to ſay, robberie 
without puniſhement, is a greate a⸗ 
uauncer of men to honour, ſuche is 
the madnes of folyſhe people. 

Let euery man deſcende downe into 
himſelfe, and there ſecretelp thynke 
well vpon this matter, and than he 
(all fynde, howe Iytle commeth to 
him, by fame, by rumoures, by woꝛ⸗ 

B uit ſhyp. 
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INTRODVCTION 
chip, by ſuche honour, as the people 
gpueth him, wherin many nowe mus 
cheglow.: 

what ditterẽte is betwenethc highs 
eſt kyng that is, and the loweſt laue, 
whan theß be bothe a llepe? 

What is beautie in the body, truly 
a wel coloured ckynn ez it the inward 
parties coulde be ſene, what kylthp⸗ 
nelle ſhuld be eſpied, cuen in the moſt 
beautifull body? 

The faireſt body is nothing els but 
a dunghyl couered in white a purple. 

What dothe veautie oꝛ pꝛetie fea⸗ 
ture ot bodye auayle,if the mynde be 
vucleaneꝛ and if there be as the gretze 
wꝛyter ſapeth, ln hoſpicio pulchro, ho- 
ſpes de formis, that is to tape, a foule 
gueſte in a fapꝛe hoſtrie. 

Foz what purpoſe ſerueth frength 
of body, whã thynges moſte greateſt, 
and mercet foꝛ man, de not gotten by 
ſtren gthe ok body, but by the gyftes 
of wytte. Our ſtrength. be it neuer lo 
greare,can in no wyſe be equall with 
the ſtrength of a bull. oꝛ an elephant, 


it t5 reaſoh, it is wytte, it is policie, 
Wyerbp we 7 them. 
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J let paſſe, F nedetellno man, that 
beautie, ſtrengthe, agilitie, and other 
gyttes of the bodp, ſhoꝛtlp vanpche a 
wap, euen as floures. 

And ares, a mall teuer alone bꝛyn⸗ 
geth oftentymes a very ſtrong cham⸗ 
pyon to deathes dooꝛe, and ſone ſhas 
keth away his freſh colour, his beau⸗ 
tie. and his ſtrength. 

And all thoughe, ſickenes, oꝛ other 
myſchaunce come not to them, pet all 
they of neceſſitie thꝛough age, which 
euer crepeth on, muſte nedes decape. 

No man thertoꝛe of ryght cau coũt 
ſuch outward thynges, as ſo ſoden ly 
depart away from him, to othermen, 
to be his, no man can recken thynges 
of the bodye, to be his, whiche flee a- 
way ſo faſte, and ſo ſone departe. 

what wol pe nowe ſay, whan thoſe 
thynges, which ſo many men do high 
ly deſpꝛe, be occaſions of great vices, 
as of inſolent arrogancp, of luſkiſhe- 
nes, ot tierſenes, ot enup, ot pꝛiuie has 
tred, of ſtrite,. of debate, of battayle, 
murder, and\/manflaughterz 

The delectation of the body is vile 
and beſtly, as the body it ſelfe is, and 
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1 INTRODVCTION 
beaſtes be moꝛe oftener moued, and 
haue moꝛe pleaſure, and longer alſo 
then men, the which pleſure not only 
ouerwhelmeth the body with many 
diſeaſes, bzyngyng greate dammage 
and loTe of goodes, but alſo woun⸗ 
deth the myud with (020wful repen⸗ 
taunce, and duller the wyr, whiche 
is much ertenuated, abated, and bꝛo⸗ 
ken, thꝛough the delicate cheriſhyng 
of the body. Fynally there foloweth 
pꝛkeſomnes of it ſelte, and hatred of 
all vertue. | 

It is not lauful fo: any man, to vſe 
| ſuche plcaſures openly. Foꝛ as they 
5 muche myſebecome the noblenes of | 
17 mans mynd;\o is there none ſo farre | 
1 paſt all grace, but he baſſheth to vle 1 
1 them in pꝛeſence of many wytneTes. 
Nb, bicauſe they ingender ignominie 
and ſhame, ſuche as vle the, ate dꝛiuẽ 0 

- Frm 
t 


[ to ſeke darkenes and ſecrete coꝛners. 
4 And furtherinoze, theſe flieng ſhoze 
of and ſone paſſyng pleaſures, may nei⸗ 


7 f 
ly ther, by any meaues be reteyned and g 
4 kepte, neither yet come they pure, but b 
| are with ſome bytternes intermin⸗ ſt 


gled. Therkoze iudge not, after the if 
N -  conſcut 
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conſente of the common people, the 
greateſt cupll to be, pouertie, ignobi⸗ 
litie, impꝛiſonment, nakednes, wo2ld 
ly ſhame, detoꝛmitie of bodp, licknes, 
and imbecillitie, but rather thynke 
vices, and they? afimties, as folpſhs 
nes, ignoꝛancp, amaſed dulneſſe, and 
lacke of bꝛapne, the greatteſt euyls: 
and they? contraryes , knoweledge, 

quypckenes of wytte, and ſobzietie ot 
myude, to be great vertues. 

Jf thou haue eyther gyftes of foꝛ⸗ 
tune, oꝛ of body, they ſhall moche pꝛo 
tytte the it thou beſtowe them ver⸗ 
tuouſely, but it they helpe to ſet out 
vice, they muſte nedes do the moche 
hurte. It thou haue nepther the one 
no: the other, ſeke them not with the 
loTe of honeſty, fo2 that were euen to 
bye a lytel claye with a great ſumms 
of gold, oꝛ to chaunge helth, fo: peyns 
full ſpckenes. 

There can be no greatter vantage 
to the ſoule, then is the increaſe of 
godlyneſſe, no greatter gaines to the 
bodye, than to knowe how to vlc the 
ſtate preſent, aud to be content with 
if ,howe ſymple ſo euer it be. 5 

nd 
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And all beit we oughte to do no⸗ 
thynge, to the intent, that we wolde 
men ſhuld tickle! vs with fonde pꝛai⸗ 
ſes, pct we muſt labour, to kepe our 
good name alwayes viſpotted, fo2 


the regarde therof kepeth vs oft ty⸗ 
mes, from moche naughtynes, and 
alſo is a good example to ſturre other 
to well doing. 

And herok' commeth that olde pꝛe⸗ 
cept of great wyſe men: Thou ſhalte 
none eupll do, no2 any thynge that 
longeth thereto. It we can not at⸗ 
tapne to this, well, we muſte be con⸗ 
tent, that in our conſcience, we fele 
our ſelues voyde of ſecrete gruge and 
vnquietnes: Foz whan mens iudge⸗ 
mentes, be ſoo coꝛrupte, that thep 
counte vertu to be vice, than we muſt 
be content, that god alone apꝛoue our 
inward and outward actes, thoughe 
men alowe ner nother. 

It is eaſy, to tourne eyther the in⸗ 
commodities of the bodye, oz miſ⸗ 
chaunces of foztune, to our pꝛokite. 
and of cuyls, to make them good, 
if thou ſuſter them paciently, and the 
les that they ſetue the, the moꝛe ende 


uoureſt 


TO VVISEDOME. 


noureſt to folowe vertu. Uertues, okt 
times haue ben excedingly encreaſed 
by hurtes of body, + loſſe ot goodes. 


C Of tbe body. 


Nd fo2 as moche, as in this 
| A our pylgremage, we beare a 
ſoule, incloſed within our bo- 
dy, greate treaſure in bꝛickle veſſels, 
we may not vtterly refuſe, and caſte 
awaye al regarde and reſpecte to the 
bodye. Yet we mult ſo entreate, and 
oꝛdꝛe the ſame; that it may not take 
it ſelfe, to be a mayſter oꝛ a felowe, 
but rather a ſeruannte, and that, Bo⸗ 
dy is not fed fo2 His owne ſake, but 
fo: Soulles fake. . 
The moꝛe cheriſſhyng that the car: 
caſe hath, the leſſe is the ſoule loked 
vpon, the moꝛe delicately the bodpe 
is handled, the moꝛe ſtubboꝛnelpe it 
wꝛeſtleth agepnſte the mynde, and 
dothe caſte it ot, as an hoꝛſe to well 
cheriſhed, vleth to caſte his ryder. 
The heupe burden of the bodye ſooꝛe 
oppꝛeſſeth the mynde, fatnes, and 
ouer moche cherilſhynge ofthe bea⸗ 
ly,diminiſheth and dulleth the quien 
nes 
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| nes of wytte. | 

Meate, lepe, al maner of exerciſe, 
and al the hole gouernance ot the bo 
dy, muſt bevſed fo2 the helth therot, 
and muſte not be ſet vppon pleaſure, 
and delycacye. Thus it may the bets 
ter ſerue the mynde, and not ware 
wanton, thꝛoughe to moche pampa⸗ 
ryag, noꝛ vet fall in decape, foꝛ lache 
of ſtrength, not noꝛpched. 
There is nothynge, that dothe ſoo 
moche debilitate the lyucly power, 
the qupcke vigoꝛ of the mynde, and 
1 alſo the ſtrengthe of the bodpe, as 
1. dothe voluptuouſenes, foꝛ as all the 
| ſtrength of the body and mynde ts ez 
| Gablyſhcd,/'and/made galliarde with 

ercrciſe, and moderate labour, ſoo 

by ideleuelle and wanton pleaſures, 
l their powers are weakened, they? 
ſtrengthes ware faynte, and fall a- 
1 wmaype. | 
| | Lleane kepyngeof the bodye (de- 
| licate niſenes of meates and dꝛyn⸗ 
W kes leyed aparte) doth greatly both 
| | m ainteine the helth of the bodp, and 


1 r 


1 muche com foꝛte wytte. 
b | Thou ſhalt wache thy handes,and 
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TO VVISEDONE., 
thy face, ofte tymes with colde wa⸗ 


ter, and dꝛy them agepn with a faire 


towell. 

Thou ſhalte ofte clenſe thoſe pla⸗ 
ces ot thy body, out ot the whiche, 
filthines commeth from thy inward 
partpes, as thy hedde, thy cares, 
thy noſcth2ylles. thy eyes, thy arme 
holes, and thy other ſecrete places, 
that nature hideth, and honeſty ſ caſe 
wolde haue named. Let thy fcete be 
kepte cleane and warme. 

Amonge all the partes of thy bo⸗ 
dy, kepe the nape of thy necke from 
colde. 

Fate not by and by, after thourt- 
ſet, eate lyttell befoꝛe dyner, bꝛetze 
faſte is apuen to lwage the gnawing 
and complaintes of a ponge ſtomake 
oꝛ to comfoꝛte nature, and not to fyl 
the bealy, therfoꝛe. itt. oꝛ.iiii. moꝛ⸗ 
ſeles of bꝛead, be ſufficient, without 
any dꝛynke, oꝛ with a lyttell and 
that very (malle. Foꝛ ſuche is no 
leſſeholſome vnto the wytte, than to 
the bodye, 

Accuſtome thy ſelfe at dyner and 
Capper, tokede but ot one maner of 
meate, 
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INTRO DVCTION 
meate, and if thy ſubſtaunce wyll 
! ſuffer the, let it be ſuche, as is moſte 
bl boiſome, fpne, and of leaſt groſnes. 
il Gate but ot one,. though there be mas 

Wl | uy dyſſbes, and it thou be at thyne 
owne table, ſuſfre not many to come | 

| i vpon it. Uarietie of mcates is very | 
15 burtful, pet the diuerſitie of ſauces 
1 is moche woꝛſe. 
| Lleane and pure diet, agreable to 
temperate and chaſte myndes, is a 
f 

t 

0 


| | greate ſauer in a houſehold, and that 
alone ſheweth vs, howe fewe thyn⸗ 

| | ges we haue nede of. 
LY. Let vs do no notable offence,either 
1 in hope of luker. oꝛ in truſte therby 
| to repleniſhe our bea lyes with deyn⸗ 


! ty delicates, and farre ſought diſhes. 7 

We ſhall do well, if we not onely 4 
' content our ſelues with ſuche thyn- 
| ges, as we haue, but alſo do departe p 
il with ſome of them, to luche as haue u 
ll nede of relyeke. 


| Our loꝛde hym ſelfe gyueth vs an 
% erample of this, whiche after he had 
|| teaſted a multitude of people, ſuffe- 
i red not ſuch bꝛead and fiſhe as was 
| lefte, to be loſte. 

BY Nature 
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TO YVISEDOMET 
Nature teacheth vs thinges yecef> 
ſary, whiche be but kewe, and ſone 
p2cpared : fooliſhenes hath inuented 
thynges ſuperfiuoule, whyche are 
without number, and harde to come 
by. It thou gyue neceſſaryes vnto 
nature, ſhets delyted a made ſtronge 
as with thynges fytte foꝛ her, but if 
thou gpue her ſuperfiuonſe , ſhe ts 
weakened and aftrlicted, as with gob 
bettes uot agrepnge vuto her diete. 

As neceſſaries do not ſuſtiſe, where 
foolyſhenes craucth, ſo ſuperfluous 
thynges ouerwhelme, rather than 
ſatysfie where appetites are to be 
ſerued. 
Thy dꝛynke ſhall be that naturall 
liquour, p2epared of god indifferent 
to all lpupnge creatures, whiche ts 

ure and clene water, oꝛ elles ſyngle 
lere, 02 wyne alayde with the (aid 
water. | | 
There ts nothynge that can moꝛe 
hurte the bodies of yong men, than 
hortc meates and hote d:ynkes, fo2 
they inflame thepꝛ lyuers, and ſette 
on fyerthey: intraples: And hereby 


mens myndes are mou botte, ans 


gry. 
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f gry,p2owde,tmpudent,and are thens 
a o carped with ratheneſſe , that Iyke 
as they were madde, they ſeeke to ac- 
compliſhe al their luſtes, be they ne- | 
1 uer fo tyltby. | 
i - Dzynke not after ſupper, oꝛ yt | 
. thirſte moue the, take ſome moyſt oz 
1 colde thyng, oꝛ a littell quantytie of 
1 dꝛinke, aud that of the ſmalleſt. 
1 Betwene that and thy goynge to | 
I's bed, lette it be at the leaſt halte an 
houre, | 

Whan you wolle refreſſhe youre 
minde with any paſtaunce, looke you 
conſyder, home ſhoꝛte tyme is gyuen 
to mans Ipfe, thynke it vnlautull, to 
ſpende this tyme, in games, in fea- 
ſtyng, oꝛ in any other childiſhe topes, 
foltes, it ye right name them. 

The courſe of our lyte is but ſhoꝛt,. 
J ſape 228 it were euery whyt 
beſtowed in deckyng and adoꝛnpuge 
the mynde. 

Thinke not, that we be made of 

1 god, to gainynge, to trifeiles,but ras 

. ther ſent to be occupied in ſage mat⸗ 

ö ters, as to atteyne vnto moderation 

modeRie,temperance,religion, aud al 
| 


l 
1 
1 
1 
* T2 


: 


[EET SSIS EE BUEIIERSS © ako Pools 


Toa YVISED .OM-E, 
other kyndes of vertue. 1 

Heale not the ſickeneſſe ot pour bo⸗ 
dy, with the diſeaſes of mynde. Bets 
ter it is, that that be ſycke, then this 
not hole. 2 | | 

Ererciſes of body ſhall not be ta 
greatte, dut vſed with a certayne res 
garde ot helthe, wherin we mulk fos 
lowe the counſels of expert and coun 
nyng phiſitions, ſo farre as they al 
not tranſcend the limittes of honeſty 
neyther byd vs do any fylthy thynge 
ageynft goddis lawe. ; 

Alſo in paſtymes and refreſſhynge 
of the minde, ſee there be Come remem 
bꝛance of vertue alway. 

Banpſhe al arrogancie, contention 
quarellinges,enup, and couetouſnes, 
toꝛ what reaſon, oꝛ rather foliſhenes 
is it, to inquiete thp mynde, whyles 
thou ſtud ieſt, to delpte it? You do as 
wiſely as they that put gal into that 

honp, whiche they wolde haue moſte 
Cwetelt. 

Slepe muſte be taken as a certaine 
medicine, and ſo moche onelp, as is 
Cufficient to refreſhe the body, foꝛ im⸗ 
moderate llepe bzingeth the bodye to 
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many hurtefull humours, and mo- 
che hyndꝛeth the quyckeneſſe of the 
mynde. 

The tyme that is ſpentte in ſlepe, 
ts (caſe to be coſited any part of life. 


Vita enim viel eft, Lyfe is a watche 


07 wakyng. 
COf the mynde. 


HERE he two partes in the 

ſoule, tbe one that vnderſtan⸗ 

deth,remembzeth, and ſauereth 
thynges as they are, vſynge reaſon, 
4 Y and wytte, and ts called 
Mens, that is, the Mynde, the ſupe- 
riour parte, b whiche alone we are 
knowen tobe menne, made lyke vn- 
to god, fatre pallynge all other lp⸗ 
uynge creatures. 

The other parte, whiche is called 
Spkf, is vopde of reaſon, bꝛute, fiers, 
cruell, moe Iyker a beaſte, than a 
man ;wherin di elleth theſe motions 
whiche be named either affections, oz 
perturbations, arrogancy,enup,mas 
Ipce,ire,feare, coꝛowe, deſp2e neuer 
ſatyfycd, and vapue cope This is 
called the intertour and vyler parte, 
wherby 


TO VVISEDONMNE, 


whereby we lyttell oz nothynge, doo 
differ from beaſtes, at the leaſte, we 
goo farre from god, which is with⸗ 
out all ſickenes and all affections. 
This is the oꝛder of nature, that 
wyſedome gouerne all thinges and 
that all creatures, whiche we ſce, 
obey vnto manne, and that in man, 
the body be obedient to the ſoule, & 
the ſoule vnto god. 
Af any thynge bꝛeake this oz dꝛe, it 
olkendeth. 
As it is thertoꝛe a poynt of treaſon 
that ſuche lewed perturbations, as 
are afo:e reherſed, ſbulde rage rebell 
and take vpon theym the rule of the 
bole man, contemtuouſly deſpiſyng 
the auctoꝛitie of the mynde, ſo it is 
extreme foly fo: Þ mynde, to be llaue 
vnto fonde affections,and to ſerue at 
a becke. the vyle carkeys , neyther 
the dygnitie of nature, neyther the 
erpzeſſe lawe of god, any thynge re- 
garded. | 
Thertoꝛe, as ſtrength of intelly- 
gence is gpuen to the mpnde, to wape 
euery thynge, and to knowe what is 
* to be done, and what to be left 
C. iii. vn⸗ 
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vndone, lo is wylk of ſoo great power 
that there is nothynge in the mynde, 
but it is fozced to obey wyk, it the ſtad 
at ſtrife, and wpl peld no part of her 
right to het aduerſarte. 

Mpt is exereyſed with many and 
dyuers feates , moche ſharpened and 
inſtructed with longe erperiences of 
ſond2y matters, wherby it may er: 
actiy know þ natures and values of 
all thynges, and ſo teache mans wil, 

what is good to be folowed , & what 
contrarywple, is to be eſchewed, ſu⸗ 
che crattes muſt therfo2e be ſbonned 
that fyght agaynſt vertue, all craf- 
tes, that wozke by vayne coniectu⸗ 
res, as palmeſtrie , pyꝛomancie, ni⸗ 
cromancie, hyd2omancie, aſtrologte, 

wherin moche peftilent vanitte lieth 
hydde, inuented of the deuyll, our 
deceytfull enuemye: fo2 they intreat 
and p2ofelle thoſe thynges , whiche 
god hath reſerued vnto bym ſelfe as' 
lone, that is toſaye, the knowle 
of thinges to come. We map not ſe 
to knowe the mate te and ſecreates 
of god, deing farre from our knows 
ſege, and ſuche 4s god wold not ow | 


"TO VVISEDOME, 


fo medle withall. 

De that ſercheth the greatnes of 
goddis maieſtie, ſhall be opp:eiſed 
and ouerwhelmed with his erupe- 
rant gloꝛzp. wherfo:e Paule biddeth 
vs, to be no wyſer than it becommeth 
vs, but moderately to be wiſe, ſay- 
enge: that he ſawe thinges not to be 
ſpoken, that no man can vtter. Alſo 
Salomon ſapth: Thou ſhalte not in⸗ 
quire of thinges aboue thy capacity, 
neyther of thinges aboue thy ſtrẽgth 
but content thy (elf with the knowe- 
ledge of thoſe, that god hath com? 
maunded the: thynke alway vppon ' 
them, neuer being to curpouſe in ſer- 
chynge of his wozkes. | 

All artes inuented by the deupll, 
muſte be refuſed and foꝛſaken of vs, | 
with whome, as with the ennempes 
of god, we may in no wile be conucr- - 
ſant, oꝛ haue any thyng to do. Ft is 
not expedient fo: vs, to know the opt 
nions, either ot philaphers. oꝛ here⸗ 
tikes, contrarp to our pꝛokeſſion, leſte 
that ſubtyll and crafty merchaunt, 
the deuil,caſt ſome ſcrupulous doubt 


in to our hartes, whiche may moche 
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tote vs, and perchaunce bꝛyng vs ins 
to diſtruction. | 

Authours that wzpte wantonlye, 
wherby may ſpꝛing occaſion ot hurt, 
muſte not be touched, leſte any filthi⸗ 
nes remaine in the mynde thꝛoughe 
the redyng okthem. 

Gupll communicatiou ofte cozrup⸗ 
teth good maners. 

Other erudition is ſpncere and 
fruite full, ſo that it be applied to his 
right marke, that is, to Uertue aud 
well doinge. | 

There is a diuine knowlege giuen 
of god, wherin al treaſures of ſcieuce 
and wpledome ar layde vp, and this 
is the very aud trewe lyght of mans 

mynde. | 

All other ernynges, compared vt 
to this, be verye darkenes and chyl⸗ 


( diſhe trifics. 


yet they be redde koꝛ this intente, 
that our lyght, by comparynge of the 
one with the other, may ſbyne and 
appcre moꝛe bzyghter. Further moꝛe, 
that we mape vle the laid lerninges, | 
as teſtimontes of men agayult them, 


800 can ſetefu better abyde the 
dyuine 
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dpuine (ſcripture, than {ooze eyes can 
the bꝛyghtnes of the ſon. And where 
as we ſhall ſee ſuche excellent Wer- 
tues in Gentpls, we may well be put 
in remembꝛaunce, howe moche be⸗ 
commeth a trewe diſciple of our mat 
ſter CHRIST, whiche is by rea- 
ſon he knowcth this Lyght , charged 
vppon no ſmall bonde, to liue acco2- 
dyngly vnto goddis commandment. 
Beſpde thoſe thynaes, they gyue vs 
moch knowlege, how we ſhulde lyue 
here togither in this world, the expe⸗ 
rience wherof we lacke otte tymes. 

We be framed and falchioned by 
theſe.iti.thynges, Knowlege, Wpt, 
and Memoꝛie, and the diligence, wht 
che we vſe to the atteyninge of them, 
is called Studpe. 

wytte is quyckened by ererciſe and 
Memoꝛpe encreaſed, by diligent tyl⸗ 
Ipng and occupieng therof: delycate 
bandelynge weakeneth them bothe: 
Good helth confy2zmeth and maketh 
theym ſtronge: Jdelnes and daply 
Ea ſe, putteth them to flight: UA ſe and 
Exerciſe ſetteth them at hande, and 
euer in a redpneſle. 
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whether thou rede oꝛ here any thing 
do it with attention and etfectuouſe⸗ 
ly, lette uot thy mynde wander, but 
conadrapue it. to be there, and to do 
that thynge, whiche is in hand and 


none other. 
It it go a ſtrap, oꝛ cwarue a ſide, cal 


it agayn, as it were with a lytle hilt, 
differ al cogitations, that map bring 
the krom that, that thou haſt in hand 
differ them vutitl ſome other tyme, 
remembꝛing with thy ſelf, that thou 
leſeſt both time and labourit thou be 
not attent vpon ſuch thinges as thou 
doeſt rede and here. 

We not abached to lerne and aſke 
ſuche thynges, as thou knoweſt not. 
toꝛ as moche 12 noble clerkes, and 
greatte men, haut not ben aſhamed 
therok, but rather bluſſhe, bycauſe 
thou arte ignozant, and not wylling | 
to lerne. 

Boſt not thy ſelfe, to haue knowe- 
fi ledge of thoſe thynges, wherin thou 
5 att ignoꝛant, but rather inquere and 
lerne of ſuche perſons, as thou doeſt 
| ſuppoſe, dovnderſtand them. 


It thou wolte betalien foz a lerned 
may 
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man, endeuoure thy ſelfe , that thou 
ſo be, foꝛ there ts none other waye 
moe compendiouſe oz nearer there 
vnto: As thou canſte by none other 
meanes, moꝛe caſily obreine, to be eſte 
med an honeft man, than it thou ſoo 
be in verye deede. Fpnallp, labour 
alwape, to be cuen ſuche a one in 
deede, as thou deſireſt to appere vn- 
to men, elles thou deſireſt it all in 
vayne. 
| Falſe thynges, faynte and fall a- 
wape by pꝛoceſſe of tyme, and tyme 
ſtrengthneth rhe truthe. 
Simulation laſteth not longe. 

Folowe thy maiſter alwaies, runne 
not thou at any tyme betoꝛe hym, be⸗ 
leue hym, reſyſt hym not. 

Loue hym, and tate hym as thy fa⸗ 
ther, thynkynge euery thynge, what 
ſo euer heſayethe, to be verye trewe 
and ſure, | 

Beware thou offende not in that, 
wherin thou beinge culpable, waſt 
twyſe oꝛ thꝛiſe refozmed, fall not the 
fourth tyme,thatthyne amendement 
and tefo:ination mape ſeme to haue 


pꝛokyted the. 
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It becommeth the chiefly, to haue 

thoſe thinges in remembꝛaunce, that 

. haue in tymes paſte decepued the. leſt 
| thou be in lyke maner by them ſedus 
1 ced ageyne. 
a | It is naturally gyuen to all men, 
FF toerre,buttono man to perſeuer and 
| continue therin,excepte he be vnwiſe 
[[ 


and a verp naughty perſon. 
Lerne and vnderſtande, that there 
is no ſence, wherebp we be better, oz 
] mae ſpedyly inſtructe, and taughte 
than by herynge, and as there is nos 
thynge moe eaſy,than to here many 
thynges, ſo there is nothynge moe 
pzofitable. 


Here not lyght tryfles, thynges to 
belaught at, but rather erneſt, wiſe, 
and weyghty. | 

| They be bothe lerned with lyke 
| papne and labour, all be it the com⸗ 
| moditie, that ryſeth of the one, is far 
j vnlyke the other. 

Sehe not to ſpeke many wozdes, to 
make a longe aunſwere , but rather 
ſce thon ſpende thy woꝛdes in tyme, 
and ſet them in theyꝛ place. 

Idtoyne ſuche companpe to the at 


dyner 
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dyner and ſupper, as can both make 
the mery with they? pleaſaunt and 
learned communycation, and alſo 
make the ryſe wiſer than thou ſetteſt 
downe. 

Suffer not ſuche as be ſkotffers, 
ſmell feaſtes , folyſfbe and fylthye 
talkers, triflers, bybbers , fylthye 
and ſhameles lurkers, dealp guttes, 
and ſuche other, apte either by their 
wo2des 02 deedes, to cauſe lewede 
laughter, to ſptte at thy table, ney- 
ther haue any delyte in them, but ras 
ther ſeke thy paſtime of ſuche, as can 
with feate, wpttye, and lerned talke 
make the merpe. Kepenot onely thy 
mouthe from foule and impudente 
communication, but alſo thine eares 
being as a man ſhuld ſay, windowes 
of the mynde, remembꝛyng euer that 
olde ſapinge of the Apoſtle, Naugh- 
ty communtcatton ofte tymes cozrup 
teth good maners. c 

Gpue dpligent eare, what euer 
man ſapthe, whether it be at the ta⸗ 
ble, oꝛ any other where, fo2 ſoo dos 
ing, thou ſhalte lerne of the wle, to 
make thy ſelfe better, and of thy — 
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Iyſhc, to be moꝛe ware, and circum⸗ 
ſpecte, folowing alwapes that, that 


the wyſe appꝛoue, eſchewynge that 


the folyſhe commende . And if thou 
percepue any thing taken of the wiſe 
ſoꝛt, to be ſpoken quyckely, grauelp, 
lernedlye, wyttilpe, comcly, beare 
it in mpnde, that thou mayſt, whan 
thou ſhalte haue occaſion, vſe the 
ſame. | 
Thou ſhalt hauc alwayes at hand 
a paper boke, whcrin thou ſhalte 
w:ite ſuch notable thynges, as thou 
redeſt thy (elf, oꝛ hereſt of other men 
wo: thy to be noted, be it other feate 
Centence, 02 woꝛd, mete fo2 familier 
ſpeche, that thou maiſt haue in a res 
dynes, whan tyme requireth. 
Studpe not ſoo moche to gather 
woꝛdes, as to 'vuderſtande the pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe ſygnitpcations of them, reher⸗ 
ſynge and teachynge ſuche thynges, 
as thou haſte redde oꝛ hearde, partly 
to thy ſcholers in latyn, partelp in 
bulgare tongue, to other vnlearned 
pcrſonnes, Powdynge alway, that 
thou do reherſe and teach them with 
no lefſe grace, than thou haſte 2 
| an 


and redde the ſame befo2e, foꝛ thus 
dotnge, thou ſhalt exerciſe both thy 
wit and thy tongue. 

Thy ſtyle muſt alſo be exercyſed, 
whiche is the beſt maiſter of clene e 
eloquent ſpeche. 

W2yte, and wiite agepne, ma⸗ 
kynge euerp ſeconde dape, oꝛ at the 
leaſte eucry thyꝛde daye, an epiſtle 
bnto ſome man, that knoweth howe 
to aunſwere therevnto agayne.How 
be it, thou ſhalte ſhewe it tpꝛſte vnto 
thy maiſter, there to be refo2zmed, bez 
fo:e thou pꝛeſume to ſend the ſame, 
notynge and bearpug wel in mynde 
ſuch fautes, as he ſhall coꝛrect, that 
thou mayſt not myſlc in them, 02 any 
like in tyme to come. | 

After meate , as whan thou haſte 
dyned oꝛ ſupte, bꝛethe foꝛ a ſpace, be⸗ 
foe thou go to thy ſtudy, and ſytte 
downe in ſomme place, where thou 
mapſte talke and here ſomme plea⸗ 
ſaunte communication, oꝛ playe at 
ſomme ſuche game, whereby thou 
mapſte not chate oz moche comber 
thy bodpe. | 

After ſupper, walke with ſome me- 

| op 
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ty company, that is learned, whiche 
may make the merier with his com- 
munication, aud whoſe woꝛdes and 
ſentences thou mayſte with honeſtie 
Leise, 
Betwene ſupper and bed, d2ynke 
not in any wyſe, foꝛ there is nothing 
moꝛe pernitiouſe, bothe to the body, 
the memoꝛp, and alſo the wyt.wher⸗ 
fore, if thyꝛſt ſhall at any tyme con⸗ 
ſtraine the to dꝛynke, gos not to reſte 
vnder the ſpace ot halte an houre af- 
ter, at the leaſt. ; 
Thou ſhalte not neglecte thy Me⸗ 
mo2y, noꝛ ſuſfer it to decaye thꝛough 
ydelneſſe: fo: it reiopteth aboue all 
thynge, to be ſette a woꝛke, and in⸗ 
creaſeth not a lytel therby. Exercyſe 
it thertoꝛe dapely with ſome wozthy 

The moꝛe off thou committeſt thin 
ges to her cuſtodye , the mote better 
and faithfuller wolle ſhe kepe them. 
And contrarplpe, the moe ſelde, the 
moꝛe vntruſty thou ſhalt fynde her. 

Whan thou haſte put any thynge 
fo her kepinge, ſuffer it to reſte in 
der handes koz a ſeaſon, aud within 

. | a while 
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a while affer require it ot her ageing 
as a thing lefte fo2 a tyme in her cu⸗ 
ſtodp. 

It thou wylte lerne any thing pet⸗ 
fectely, rede it with attention foure 
oꝛ fyue tymes ouer nyghte, and ſoo 
to bedde, and whan thou riſpſt the 
nerte moznynge , alke a teckenynge, 
of thy memoꝛpe, fo: that thyng thou 
diddeſt deltuer to her cuſtody the eue 
nyng befoꝛe. 

Thou mu# beware of ſurkettes ot 
rawnes in the ſtomake, and ſpectally 
ot colde in thy necke. 

As to moche wyne weakeneth the 
ſinewes in a man, ſo it kylleth his 
memoꝛpe. 

It ſhulde be very well done, and 
it thou woldeſt a lyttell befoze thou 
p_ to reſte, calle to thy remem⸗ 


zaunce, all ſuche thynges as thou 


haſte ſene, redde, hearde, oz done all 
— dap befoꝛe. 


woꝛthily to thy commendation, thou 
ſbuldeſt retoyce, and knowlege it to 
come of god, putpolynge to continue 


in lyke goodnelle; on thother ſyde, 
52 D it 


And pt thou haſt behaued thy ſelfe 


4 


DICE 


ical FF 14,4.1 5-8 " 4 


P * 
a f 
. 


# 
\ 
+1 
9 


ik thou haſte done any thynge tiitht⸗ 


INTRODYCTION 


ly, outragtouſcly,chyldyſſhcly,fond 
Ip, worthy rebuke , fo:gette not, ta 
aſcribe it to thyne owne lewdenes, 
and to be ſoꝛy therfo:e,neuer willing 
to do any like treſpas agepne. 

It thou haſte herde oz redde any 
feate, graue, oꝛ godly ſentence, koz⸗ 
gette it not. 4 

And it thou haſt ſcene any commen⸗ 
dable thpnge, folowe it: and ſhonne 
the contrary. Let no daye ſcape the, 
but thou rede, here, oꝛ w2yre ſome⸗ 
what, that map increaſe, eyther thy 
knowledge, thy iudgement, 02 thy 
Ipupnge. | 
Whan thou pꝛepareſte thy ſelfe to 
bedde, rede oꝛ here ſome thyng, woꝛ⸗ 
thy memoꝛp, and let it be ſuche that 
thou dꝛeamyng of it. mapſt rake both 
pleaſure and pꝛofitte, that euen by 
uyght viſtons, thou mapſte lerne to 
amende thy lyfe. 

There is no ende appornted vn⸗ 
to the ſtudye of wyſedome in thys 
woꝛlde, but it muſte be ended togi⸗ 
ther with lyfc. 

It behoueth man to reherſe —.— 
| 2c6 


"TO YVISEDOME. 
*thiee thynges with him ſelfe, all the 
tyme of his lyte, that is to ſap howe 
be may thynke well, ſape well, and 
do well. 
- All arrogancie muſte be ſecluded 
from ſtudies . Foꝛ all that, that he 
knoweth , whiche is enen the beſte 
lerned man a lyuc, ts verpe lyttcll o2 
nothynge, in compatyſon of the in⸗ 
finmte thynges, whiche he 1s igno⸗ 
raut in. 1 
The knowledge ot man is ſclender 
a meruaplous (malle thynge, and 
that very obſcure, and vncertapne: 
our myndes beynge tped and bounde 
in the pꝛiſon of this body, be oppꝛeſ⸗ 
ſed with great datkenes, in ſo moche 
that harde it is, foꝛ our wyttes to en⸗ 
ter euen in to a meaue knowledge of 
thynges. 
Furthermoꝛe, Trrogancy, moche 
encombereth the pꝛotyte ot ſtudpes, 
fo: many myght haue come to wile- 
dome, if they had not thought them 
ſeltes there all redy. 
'. Alſo, Contention, Emukation, Bacbi⸗ 
tynge, vaine deſpze of Oloꝛpe, multe be 
eſchewed . Foz we folowe ſtudtes for 
D. n, this 
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this cauſe inſpectal,that we map, dy 
their helpe, be deliuered from 5 cruel 
i dominion of the ſayd vyces. 

i Nothynge can be imagined moze 
[ pleaſaunt, than the knowlegeof ma» | 
1 nye thynges, | fewe oꝛ none moore 
* truptekull, than the intelligence of 
| Uertue. | 
is Studies de ot ſuche efficacte and 
þ ſtrength , that they temper Pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritie, they mytigate Aduerſitte,thep 
þ kepe vnder the haſty and raſhe mo- 
tions of youth, thep delyte and com- 
b foꝛte croked and peynefull age, being 
with vs at home: abꝛode, in publike 
and pꝛiuate buſyneſſe, whan we are 
alone, whan we be accompanied in 
| idelnes, in labours, neuer abſent. but 
alwaies redy to helpe and aide vs. 
As Erudition, is the righteſt and 
| moſte holſome foode ot the mynde, ſo 
| is it athinge vnmete, that the bo: 
dy ſhulde haue his nouryſhment, the 
f ſoule beynge kepte hungerp, from 
wheuſe ſpꝛingeth out plentuouſly all 
N delectation and perfecte pleaſures, 
"iy and as among thcſe.the one bꝛingeth 
1 in an other, and thole that be pz uf, 
| 4 N 0 
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Do renewe theym paſt, ſothey neuer 
depart, ne make any man werp, wha 
he hath moſt of them. 


C Of vertue and affection. 
V ER T v E, the moſte hygh and 


excelleute treaſure, ſurmoun⸗ 

tynge all wo:ldely ryches, is 
not gyuen by man, but commeth oulyp 
from god. wherkoꝛe we muſt deſyꝛe 
it of god with meke and humble 
harte. 

The hygheſt amonge all lpberall 
artes, is that phyloſophy, whiche 
bꝛyngeth remedy and helth foz the 
greate and pepnetull diſeaſes of the 
mynde. 

- Moche dilygent labour is taken, 
to cheryſſhe the bodye, moche more 
oughte to be giuen to the ſoule, fox 
às moche as the diſeaſes therof, be 
moꝛe pziup , moꝛe greuouſe, and alſo 
moe perillous, 

Theſe dyſcaſes benamed, and not 
without a cauſe, Sharpe ſtoꝛmes, 
greuous toꝛmentes ſcourges. bꝛdes 
and the furyes of mannes mynde, 


iche bzynge with. them moche ca-- 
9 3 D. uit. lamitie 
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tamitie, and intollecable cozſies, ff | tt 
they be ſuffered to repgue, and cons | M4 


traryly, moſt pleaſant tranquillitie, 


8 if they be coquered and kept downe. | 81 

And to the eaſy accompliſhement of | er 

l this, ſuche documentes lerue moche, ol 
5 as haue beu of jnoTe excellent wpt⸗ 

tes, fo2 the furtherance of good life, th 

11 aud mayntenayace of mauers, pze» I ch 

0 ſcrbad. ,| | | on 

This ts the great rewarde, and | 

the very fruite, that lerned men take cic 

of they: lounge and peynekull ſtudy, th 

not to gather many thynges foꝛ men ot 

to wonder at, oꝛ elles luch as he him th 

ſelte mape cratze ot, but rather, to Þ| 

haue gotten, wherby he may helpe al ge 


men, and moſt chicfely him (elfe,and F 
not to lette them lye, as in a bore b p. 
ointmentes, where out is taken (al | | 
ues, to help other men, the bore there 
with all, neuer a deale the better. 
| Chꝛiſten Religion loketh fo2 nos 
tying ſo moche,as that acleane and 
a+ pure conſcience maye crhylarate F 
the mynde, and that affections, be- 
inge ones ſtaped, and ſetteled, we 
map be like vnto god and his angels 
| | | in 


TO VVISEDOME, 
in continuall quietues, and tranquil⸗ 
utie of mynde. 

Nemedpes ko ſuche dyſcaſes be 
gotten, eyther ot outwarde thynges 
eyther of our (clues, oꝛ of god, oꝛels 
ol the lawe and lyfc of Chꝛiſte. | 

The nature of thynges ts ſuche, 
that as they be all vncertapn, ſpoꝛt, 
chaungeable, and vyle, the ſoule 
onely ercepted, whiche ts in dede ve- 
ty man, oꝛ at the lead, the moſt pꝛe⸗ 
ciouſe parte of man: ſoo all other 
thinges be traullated trom one to an 
other, leſt men chuld call anp thynge 
theyꝛs, beſide their ſoule. 

Lette no man thynke thoſe thyns 
ges, whiche he hath in his poſſeſis, 


to be giuen hym, but rather to be lens 


bym foꝛ a ſeaſon. 
Wherfoze it is great madnes, fo 
tunne in to any ſynne, woꝛthp gre⸗ 


uouſe punylſhement, fo: any wozide 


Ip tryfics. 


Letteno man auaunce hym ſelke i 


bycauſe the gyftes of Foꝛtune oz 0 
Body, haue chaunced vnto hym, ſe⸗ 
inge all ſuche traſhe, ſho2tely vadeth 


D.iti. p30p3Cc 


n beinge vncertaine, and not. 
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pꝛopze vnto vs. No no, as they be 
graunted vs, lo thep chaibe required 
agepne, at the vttermoſt whan death 
commeth:and ofre tymes euen while 
we be aliue. 

Nepther we ought to mourne, it 
that thynge , whyche was lente vs 
and as a man wolde tape, gyuen vs 
to kepe, be aſked ageyn, but it rather 
becommeth vs, to render thankes, 
fo; bicauſe we haue ſo longe emoyed 
the ſaine. | 

It is to moche vnzindnes, tothink, 
it thou haddeſt a longe ſeaſon a benc⸗ 
fytte, that thou takeſte wꝛonge, ik it 
do not alwaye continue. Thou doeſt 
rather wꝛonge, not to conſider, what 
thou haſte had and howe longe, then 
ſtyll to thynke what thou haſte not 
had, o2 howe longe thou haſte not 
haddcit. E 

Thou oughten not, to moche to re- 
joyle, whan thinges taken from thy 
ennemies, come to the oꝛ thy frendes 
fo: ſuche is the ſpede of Fortune, and 
tuche doubtfulnes is in all thinges, 


that bittet watling often times folo⸗ 


Wetn raus Fed. 


Lettg 


reer gere © a af a, wh as of mer ww was 


TO VVISEDOME, 
Aette not thy harte fayle the, al- 
thoughe toꝛtune tourne her face! + fo; 
mery eyentydes do often tymes ko⸗ 
lowe carefull mo2nyn ges. 

Nowe, what condition be our bo- 
dyes in, what Iyfe can we loke fo2 
whyche be made ot ſo vyle, and ſoo 
bꝛickle a mettall, our lpues beinge 
with lo many perplles, beſieged on 
cucry ſyde? And althoughe it ſeme 
ſure foꝛ a tyme, pet it wyll not longe 
indure . Therfoꝛe, what haue we, 
whervpon we cbuld (chiefely in ſuch 
vncertayntie of lite) be high mynded 
92 fierce of harte: 

Aud fo2 as moche, as this lyfe is 
none other thpnge, but a certapne 
pylgremage, wherby we ſtyll be en⸗ 
trynge in to an other Iyfe eternall, 


and ſeinge alſo, we nede very fewe 


thynges, fo2 the perfozmance of the 
ſayd tourney, what hath this woꝛld 
wozthy longe ſuite 2 What folp, to 
feke ſuch thinges by peynfull ſeruts 


tude,as we ſee toſſed and tourned in 


a moment -hyther and thither. 
Foz what ende oz purpoſe ſhulde 
we ſerue our neuer ſatisfied deſpꝛe 
D. v. and 


MI 


INTRODVCTION 
and aypctyte,whan thinges to come 
be vacertayn, and we at this pꝛeſent 
nede very fewe thynges? 

De is a bery frec man, whiche des 
ſyꝛeth onely thoſe thynges , as be in 
his owne haudes. On the other ſlide 
he a bondman and laut „that dothe 
the contrarp. 

Nowe J pꝛape pou, what other 
thynge is it, to be replenylched with 
the giftes ot Foꝛtune, thau a koote 
man to be tombꝛed with diuers and 
many kardelles. 

There is no man ſo dulle, no ſuch 
lacke wytte, but he rather pꝛepa⸗ 
reth and fytteth hym ſclfc fo2 the 
citpe, where he purpoſeth to dwell, 
than ftylle ſeckcth thynges fo; his 
lourney. 

Sythens this our lyfe is of na⸗ 
ture dzouppng and fleinge, the moſte 
parte therok. and almoſt al. is ſpente 
in perturbation, in troubles, in kanta 
ſies: we cau not ſay, we line all the 
while, that we be toſſed with allecti⸗ 
ons, and in eſpeciall, whan the feare 
ot death troubleth vs. And where as 
death map rome to ter by an ine 

11% ozte 
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TO VVISEDOME, 
fo:teof wapes. It is greate folpe, to 
feare, that it ſhulde come this wape 


oꝛ that wap: and ſeing that it ſhal ot 


neceſſity come, we map not committe 
any great miſchicfe oz wickednes, to 
auoyde it, noꝛ we ought to mourne, 
though it chaunce. 

Our Iyfe beynge oppꝛeſſed with 
ſo many diuers myſeries, what nede 
we to kepe it with ſuche anxietie: to 
ſette ſo moche by it, ſeinge alſo we 


go to an other, whiche is a life euer⸗ 


laſtynge? Let vs ſo oꝛder our ſelues 
that we haue redy paſſage to that 
lyfe, whiche is replenpſhed with all 
goodneſſe, full of iope eternall, ful of 
mpꝛth euerlaſtpng. 

Our errours opp2ere vs, rather 
than thinges them ſelf; where as we 
ofte tymes thynke them to be great 
eupls, that are none in dede and gret 
goodes, that ok trouthe are wozthe 
nought. | | 
Thenature, condition, and true 
value ot thynges be thoſe, whiche IJ 
baue reherced in the begpunpnge, 
wherby it may be plainelp gathered 
that there is nothyng fayze,uothing 
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ok pꝛyce, fynally nothynge to be ate 
counted oars, but onlp vertue. | 


Where as delpberation is taken, 

we beinge in doubte, to which parte 
we may moſt tnclyin e, the loue ot our 
bodpe, and the deſy:e of thynges 
here in this lyte, that is to ſaye, the 
loue ot our ſcite, is chiete councels 
lout, and one that we all togythee 
folowe. 
This weakeneth the ſtrength and 
manhod of our myndes, fo moche 
that nothyng can beſo lpttell, but it 
is eaſely able to penetrate them, no⸗ 
thing ſo (klender oꝛ (mal, but it map 
be able to diſturbe them. 


This blyndeth the epes of the 


mynde, and whan affections haue 


ones gotten the vpper hande, we flat 


ter, we yelde, we obep them, as ouy 
lo:des and rulers. 

Thus we hold thynges with tothe 
and nayle, that ate alien from vs, as 
they were ours: and if they be with 


dꝛawen from vs, we lament, tour⸗ 
mentpiuge our ſelues , as though we | 


had great loſſe. 
We neglecte our owne, as ne; 
[0] 
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TO VVISEDONE. 


ok oures, and do ſhonne thinges pꝛo⸗ 
tytable, as very hurtetull to vs, en⸗ 
b:aſynge thynges hurtfull, as verp 
p;ofitable. | 
The harmes of the folkes ſcme 
ſmall, but we thynke our owne, be⸗ 
inge nothynge ſo great as theyꝛs, in⸗ 
tollerable: neither content with that 
we wyſbe our ſelues, noꝛ yet pleaſed 
it we myght obteyne that that other 
men moche deſyze. we lyke not our 
ſelues, this woꝛld, the condition and 
eſtate therot, doth not ſatiſfic vs:we 
wold haue the natures of al thinges 
turned, ſuch is the impaciencie, that 
groweth of deyntie fantaſies. 
what punpſhement map be com⸗ 
pared with theſe 2 trewely the toꝛ⸗ 
mentes amonge damned ſpirites be 
none other. The dyucls them ſelues 
haue none other punyſhement, than 
that they be vered with enuy,hatred 
and wꝛothe. 

A man may ſe the countenaunce 
of them, that be inquieted with theſe 
aections,howe variable, how care- 
full, howe pantyng, bow cruell, how 
fearefull thep be, and in Iyke _ 
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de their mindes racked and tourmen 

Ted within them. 
ANGRE, whiche is the ſoꝛeſt of al 
other perturbations, and wozf of al 
other, becommeth not a man, fo? it 
turneth his nature into a cruel beaſt, 
and althoughe euerp trougle dothe 
obſcure and darken the iüdgement 
of the mpnde, pet moſte of all Ire, o⸗ 
nerwhelmeth it with darkenes ſoo 


©FCoze, that it ſceth neyther Truthe, 


pꝛokptte, 02 comlynes. It cateth vp 
the harte, and dꝛynketh vp the hol- 
Conc bloud of the body, couſtraining 
man to do that thing, wherot Kepen 
tance ſhoztly enſueth. 
Dow Hameful a chaunge is there 
in the face, what ſodeyn tempeſtes 
arpſe there, what burnynge eyes, 
what ſnuffynge of the noſe, what 
grennyng of the tethe, what foming 
of the mouthe, what palenes, what 
ſtuttynge of tonge, fynally, what 
tettyble and vucomelp cryinges be 
there in gym, that is inflamed with 
this furie? Truely ſuche,that ſome, 
wbich haue in they? angre beholden 
them ſelte in a glaſſe, haue not bays 
| wen 


TO VVISEDOME. 

wen them ſelte. | 

he angry man, koꝛ his grymme 
tou: ſtenauuce, his ſharpe wozdes, 
and cruell dedes, ofte tyines loſeth 
mochc of his auctoꝛitie, moche be⸗ 
neuolencie is taken from bym, his 
freuides fozſake hym, no man wyll 
metehym,he ts lette al alone, al men 
bate g abhozte him, whertoꝛe, great 
wyle men neuer elchewed thynge 
moꝛe, oꝛ cloked thyng with greatter 


diligence, than they did Fre, and the 


wozkes of Gre. In ſo moche, that 
they not only wꝛaſteled ageinſt their 
own nature, but in ſpite of her beard 
gaue her the kall. 

What is moe woꝛthy to be ſkoꝛ⸗ 
ned, than ſo lpttell and ſoo weake 
an anpmall, to rage and ſtere vp ſoo 
greate and ſo fierce tragedies, foꝛ 
vyle trifles, and thynges of no vas 
lue 2 as ſometyme fo: the gyftes of 
the body, oꝛ of foztune,yea aud ſom⸗ 
tyme, wyſely a goddes name, ko one 
Iyttell woꝛde. 

Thou ſhalte ſone ſubdue angre, it 
thou holde and faſten this thynge in 
thy mynde, that is to ſape: No in⸗ 
. lurye 
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iurie to be done, crcepte whan the 
mynde taketh hurte, whiche no man 
can coꝛrupte, but onelp he that poſs 
ſeſſeth it, and that by defylynge it 
with ſpune. | 

We haue ſpoken hitherto of thin⸗ 
ges comminge krom man to man, we 
woll nowe talke of higher matters, 
as commpuge of god . Howe be it 
thoſe thinges alſo befoze reherced, 


come ſomewhat moze expꝛeſſely and 
pzoperlp from hym. 


C Of religion. 


HERE coulde nothyng be gi⸗ 
uen vnto mankind moꝛe greaf- 


ter, oꝛ better than Religion, whi 
che is knowlege, loue, and venerati⸗ 
on of the pzynce and maker of the 
wo! Ide. | 

' GOD is ſo benefitial to no man, 

as he is to them, whome he techeth, 
howe they (ſhall trewely woz\byppe 
bym. Thcrfo:e Dauid the pꝛophet 
teherſeth this amonge the greatte 
gyfres of god, ſhewed to the peo⸗ 
ple pe Ae Qui annuntiat verbum 


were of god: but theſe that folowe, 


TO VVISEDOME., 


ſuum Iacob. &c. that is, whiche ſhe⸗ 
weth his woꝛde vnto J acod: his iu⸗ 
ſtyce and iudgementes to Iſrael, De 
hatb not ſo done to all nations, noz 
hath he opened his tudgementes vu⸗ 
to all men. 

God is knowen by religion, and 
beynge knowen, he muſte nedes be 
beleued and worcbypped. | 

£Onely god is pꝛynce, maker, and 
loꝛde of all thinges, whiche alone is 


able to do all thynges, and knoweth 


howe to do all thinges. 
| This worlde, is in maner as it 


were an houſe, 07 a temple of god, 


whiche of nought be bzought fo:the 
in to this ſhappe and oꝛnacy, that it 
nowe is in. Ther koꝛe it hath: recep ⸗ 


ued this name Coſmos, àmonge the 


Grekes, and is called Mundus, of the 
Zatines, whiche bothe are as moche 
toſaye, as a comely Oꝛnament, a 


leſſe wonder at the conſeruatis than 
at the creation of it. 


malen u au nothing is done 
| E with⸗ 


| beautifull thynge: whiche he ſo ru⸗ 
leth and gouerneth, that we may no 


- And lyke as in the houſe of a moſt 
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without his commandement, co in 


this woꝛlde is there nothynge done, 
without his wil oꝛ bidding: the whi 
che as he can all thynges do, ſo he 
knoweth howe to do all thinges. 

Aungels, dpuelles, men, and bea⸗ 

ſtes, trees, ſtockes, and ſtones, the 
hyeauens, the elementes , and to be 
thozte, all thynges arc gouerned by 
dim, and obey him. 
There is nothyng made, nothyng 
that moueth, nothyng that chaun⸗ 
ceth, nother ftocke no? ſtrawe, may 
delyfte from the grounde, neyther 
flocke nc fether , maye flee further, 
than his pꝛelcripte 02 tommaunde⸗ 
ment is. | 

In this lawe ſtandeth the vnp⸗ 
nerſall wo2lde, neyther is there in 
thynges anp other chaunce, foztune, 
22 lotte. | 

De doth al thinges with his equt- 
tie and wiſdome, not withſtandyng 
by waies to vs vnknowen. 

What ſo euer happeneth to aur 
man, that ſame tourncthe to his 
pꝛofytte, tfhc be good: but not ta 

pꝛofptte of tee money , oꝛ ot 
wozldiy 


TO VYISEDOME. 


woꝛldely thynges trauſitozy, but of 
eternall telicitie. 

What ſo euer thynges therfoze 
chaunce in this woꝛlide, they muſte 
be pacientlp taken and allowed, as 
commpnge ok god the authour, leſte 
we in our fonde affection and foliſhe 
tudgement, ſeme to condempne and 


impꝛoue the wyll of that moſt ri gyt⸗ 


tuous and wiſe gouernour of al thin 
ges, God. 

And bicauſe we be net able to com⸗ 
paſſe, fo: what purpoſe he dothe ſu⸗ 
che thynges: we, as chyldzen and 
(gno2ant, what is beſte fo: vs, doo 
lament, that thynges moſte Hurteful 
be not gtuen vs, takynge them as 
moſte pꝛotytable: on the other kyde, 
abho:ryng thynges molt profitable, 
as moſte burttull. In ſo moche, that 
oftetyines our ennemie can wiche no 
moe hurte, than that we map haue 
our owne deſires. And ſeinge we be 
dꝛowned in ſo great darkenes of ig⸗ 
nozaunce, goddis wyll is, that we 
auoide al that is blame woꝛthp, and 
tcommptte all the reſte to his gouer⸗ 
naunce. 
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me muſt execute, whether we wil 
92 no, that thynge , whiche the go⸗ 
nernour of this ſo great a wozk hath 
appointed vs to. what madnes is it 


ther koꝛe, rather to be dꝛawen ageinſt 


our wil, with wepyng and waplyng. 
than to be led merilp and wpllynge 
to that we are called to. 

Truely, cuery frende of god, wyl 


gladly obey the lawes and wpll of 


god, his frend. 
This is the chief maner ot louing 


god, as CHRIS I ſayth, You ſbal 


be my frendes, if you wpll do that 
J commaunde you. | 


| COf C6zifte. 


ciler ot M ankynd with Go p, 

and the authour of our ſalugs 
tion, iS IESVS CHRIST, Bod 
and man, the onely ſonne of god al⸗ 
myghty, whom the father ſent fox 
the ſame purpoſe, whan it pleaſed 
hym to take pytie vppon M ankynd, 
whiche had made him ſelte, to his 
owne great hynderaunce, an ennemp 


vnto god, Th 
ere 


: 


TO VVISEDOME, | 
There can be no greater hurt, than 
by ſyn to be ſeperated from god, the 
fountayne of all goodnes, and to be 
tourned to moſt hurtfull myſerte, to 
be taken from a moſt ſwete lite, and 
left to a moſt bytter death. 

FOR this purpoſe, among other 
thynges, Chꝛiſt came, that he might 
teache vs the true and ſtreight way, 
wherin we might ſtedfaſtly ſtande, 
and take our tourney to god warde: 
notſwaruyng from it, the bꝛedth of 
an heare. e hath ſhewed this way, 
both by woꝛdes, and allo by eram- 
ple of his holy lyte. 

All humapne wiſedome, compared 


with Chꝛiſtes religion, is but durte, 


and very folyſbnes. 
What ſocuer graue, pꝛudent, wiſe, 
pure, holp, oꝛ religious thing is with 
admiration, with exclamation, with 
clappyng ot handes, in the bokes of 
the gentylles red, commended, ler⸗ 
ned by hart, pꝛapſed aboue the mone 
all this is found, moꝛe purely, mo2e 
rightly, moꝛe openly, moꝛe eaſply in 
our religion. 
Pertect wi 


E. lii. Religt- 


ſcdom is, to know this 
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it, is perfecte Ucrtue. Foꝛ no man 
knoweth it lin very deede, ercepte he 
Iyue therafter. 

Chziſtes lyfe wytnefſeth his per⸗ 
tett humanitie, his miracles declare 
the inkinite power of his deptie, his 
law ſcheweth his heauenly wiſedom: 
ſo that of his perfect goodnes of ly⸗ 
uing, we haue example to folow him 
ot bis power and auctozity,ſtrength 
to obey hym: of his wiſedome, fayth 
to beleue hym, | 
Aet his goodneſſe pꝛouoke the to 
loue hym, his maieſty to woꝛchpp 
bim, his wiſedome to beleue him. 
It a man do well conſyderc thoſe 
thinges, which Lhuſt commandeth, 
he ſhall fynde al done fo: cur pꝛokit, 
in ſo moche, that who ſo feleth him 
ſelte, to beleue ryghtly, ſþal perceiue 
it is to his owne great pꝛokit, goods 
nes, and comkoꝛte. 

As there is nothyng moꝛe pleaſant 
to man, than to be beleued, ſo it is 


tuen to god, foꝛ no mau can thynke 
wel ot hum, to whom he committeth 


bim ſelte, atrapd of hurt. 
| 1 The 
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'TO VVISEDOME, 
The foundation of our ſaluation 
is to beleue god, tobe father, and 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt his onely ſonne, to be 
out law maker, and the holy goſt to 
be bꝛeathed out of bothe, without 
whom, we do nothing, we thinke no⸗ 
thing, that can pꝛokit vs. | 
The true woꝛſhyppyng of god, is 
to cleuſe and purifie the ſoule from 
all diſcaſes aud vnclene luſtes, and 
to be toutrned as nere to his ſimily⸗ 
tude as we mape, ſoo that we be, as 
he hym ſelte is, cleane and holy, and 
that we hate no man, but rather ſtu⸗ 
dy, bp al meanes to p2ofit ai men. 

The moꝛe thou tranſpoſeſt thy (elf 
from thynges cozpo2all , vnto thyn- 
ges incoꝛpoꝛate, the mo2e godly Ilyte 
ſhalt thou leade. 

Thus ſball it be bꝛought to palle, 
that god map acknowledge our na⸗ 
ture, as ot kyn, and lyke vnto hym, 
and may delyte in it, making it his 
true aud ryght temple, moche moꝛe 
acceptable to hym, than churches 
made ot lpme and ſtone. 

The temple ot god is holy, which 
ate pou, as wytnes ſaynt Paule. So 

E. liii. noble 
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thou couerſant in them molt gladly, 
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noble, ſo woꝛthy a gueſt, muſt with 
all care, dilygence, and tendernes be 


rereyned, | 
e map not, thꝛough ß foule Hintze 


lodgyng. 
Bodely wozkes be vnſauery , ex⸗ 
cept they haue ſauce from the harte. 

- Knowe that thou haſt gud in the 
moſt ſecrete part of thy hart, as wit⸗ 
nes and iudge ok all thy thoughtes, 
in ſo moche , that it thou feare his 
preſence,thou wolt not onely auoide 
allnaughtynes outwardly, but alſo 
thou wolt not ſuffrevnclene though 
tes to entre into thy mynde. 

Loue towardes god, ought to be 
ſuche, that thou eſteme hym aboue 
all thynges, and that his gloꝛy and 
honour be derer vnto the, then all 
this lyfe, all. honour, and commodi⸗ 
ties therok. 

And as whan one krende remkbꝛeth 
another, he is moued with a frend- 
Iy and honeſt iope, ſoo let all diuine 
thynges ſeme frendly vnto the, that 
is moſt acceptable t pleaſant and be 


gs 


_— ISS. 


of puncs, be dꝛyuen to chaunge bis 


an an SD4A a @a« <0 .. . 


. a as ack 


TO VVISEDOME, 


As ofte as thou hereſt Bod named 
ſe that a greatter, and a moꝛe excel⸗ 
lent thyng trpke thy remembꝛance 
and mpnde, than mans knowledge 
can attepne to. | 

Here the ſapenges, that be ſpoken 
of him, # of his ſaintes, not as thou 
hereft vaine fables, but with great 
admiration of mpude. 

Judge nothynge raſhcly, no2 pꝛo⸗ 
nounce thou any thyng of god, and 
his woꝛkes, but thou do it with re⸗ 
uerence and feare. 

It is wickednes, to ieſte vpon holy 
thinges, oꝛ to vſe the ſayinges ot ho⸗ 
ly ſcripture, as foliſh topes and trifc 
lyng tales , andſkoffynges, euen as 
a man ſbuld ſpꝛinkle durt in a medi⸗ 
cine, adoꝛned fo? recouery of helth. 
But to apply it to fylthy communi⸗ 
cation 02 bawd?2y, is a thyng abhoz 
minable,# in no wiſe to be ſuffered. 

It becommeth all thynges there, 
to ve maruayled at, and to be recep⸗ 
ned with wozthy reuerence in to our 
hartes. 4 

Be pꝛeſent at redynge and pꝛea⸗ 
chynge of goddis woꝛde, and al that 

£,v, holy 
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ſhewe hym ſclfe,cucn ſuche a one tos 
wardes the. As whã thou hereſt him 
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holy is:and vnderſtãd, that what ſo 
tuer thou either ſeeſt oꝛ hereſt there, 
is moſt pure, moſt holy, and apper⸗ 
teyneth vnto goddis mateſtie, which 
as we map eaſily woꝛchip and adoze 
fo we can compꝛehend it by no mea⸗ 
nes. So that thou mayſte alwapes 
iudge moꝛe hygher thinges to be hyd 
in that dyupne wpſedome, than the 
ſtrength of mans witte is able to a- 
ſpire vnto. 

We reuerence the ſatenges of wiſe 
men, yea although we do not well 
vnderſtand them, howe moche mo2e 
than doth it beleme vs, to gyue con- 
digne reuerfce vnto godly ſaienges? 

As oft as thou hereſt Jcſus Chꝛiſt 
named, remember thou his ineſtima 
ble loue, toward the, and let the re⸗ 
herſall ot his name be vnto the full 
of Cwetenes and veneration. 

Wyhan thou hereſt any title,o2 pꝛo⸗ 
per name giuen vnto Chꝛiſt, lifte vp 
thy ſelt vnto the contemplacion ther 
of, aud pꝛay vnto hym, that be wyll 


called in meke 02 * 
that 


TO VVISEDONME, 

that thou mayſte pꝛoue him the ſame 
vnto the: whan he is called almigh- 
ty, deſpꝛe, that he may ſhewe it, in 
the makynge the, ot the moſt wꝛet⸗ 
ched ſpnner, a good lyuer, of an en- 
nemp, his ſonne, of nothyng, ſome 
thyng: whan thou hereſt him called 
terryble,intreatehim,to feate them, 
of whom thou art feared:whan thou 
calleſt him loꝛd, loke that thou ſerue 
bym: whan thou calleſt hym father, 
le thou loue hym, and le thou ſbewe 
thy ſelte a chylde, woꝛthy to haue ſo 
noble a Father. 

There is nothyng in all the woꝛld, 
whole oꝛiginall, whoſe beginupng, 
whole power and vertue, if thou be- 
holde, but it may gyue the matter, 
hyghly to p2ayſe, hartily to wozfhip 
god, the authour of all togyther. 

Begpune nothyng, but thou firſt 
call foz the helpe of god. Fo2 Bod in 
whole power are all thynges, giueth 
pꝛoſperous furtheraunce and fynyſ(s 
ſhyng vnto ſuche actes, as we do be- 
ginne in his name. 

what ſo euer thou ſhalt go about, 


tuer haue an epe to the ende therof, 
and 
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and whan thou haſt taken good coffs 
ſell, be not carefull,but put thy truſt 
in bym , in whoſe hande reſtith the 
lucke of allthinges. | 
All holynes temapneth in the ſe⸗ 
crete parties of the hartes, labour 
therfo:c to vnderſtande, what thou 
pꝛayeſt, that thou mayſt loſe no time 
in lyppe labour. And whan thou 
pꝛaieſt: let thy hart, thy mynde, thy 
tongue, aud all thy geſture agre to 
gither, that all thy hole action map 
moſt excellently agre in it lelte. Dp⸗ 
nine fcripture accurſeth hym, that 
doth the woꝛkes of god negligently. 
Af it be ſhame toꝛ a Aypnltrell, to 
ſynge one thyng,.and play an other, 
not conſonaunt to that he ſyngeth,it 
is moche moꝛe ſhame fo: vs, to ſay 
one thynge with our mouth, and 
thinke an other in our hart. Let our 
deſyꝛes be ſober, and of ſuche ſo2te, 
as be woꝛthy to de axed, and mete to 
be gyuen of god leſt our vnmete and 
tond deſires offende him. 

Whan thou goef to meate,remein 
bꝛe the infimte power of god, which 
made ent thing " nought ; ene 
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TO YVISEDOMP, 
allo his wiſcdome and benignitie, 
whiche ſuſtepneth the ſame: and ky⸗ 
yally call vnto mynde, his mekenes, 
and clemencie, whiche tedith pea 
bis extreme ennemies. 

onder and way, howe great a 

thing it is ko pꝛepare diuers add ſuf 
ficient vitailes,to ſo many mouthes 
as bein the wold what a thing it is, 
to conſcrue all thinges, and kepe the 
from diſtruction, whether they faſt 
dowe of their inclination. 

No wiſedome ok man, no2 pet of 
aungel, were able iu any wile to per⸗ 
fourme this thinge, no noꝛ yet ones 
vnderſtãd how tt is bꝛought to paſſe, 

Seing therfoꝛe, that thou lyueſt 
of his giftes, conſider, what curſed 
vnkyndnes, and what dampnable 
raſbenes it is, to be ſo bold, to fal af 
debate with him, by whoſe benefit 
and wyll, thou haſte thy beynge, 
and lenger ſhuldeſt thou not be, ik he 
wolde not. 


At thy table, let al thing be chaſſe. 


pure, wyſe,holy,cuen as he is, whoſe 
ftes thou art nowe in hand with. 


et all bahbytyng , bytter woꝛdes, 
bperle 
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INTRODVCTION 
tiere, and cruel ſpeking. be ſecluded 
from thy table, where thou feleſt the 
incredible ſwetenes and clemency of 
god towardes the. 

Wherfo:e, it is mote intollerable, 
that thou ſhuldeſt contaminate that 
place with charpnes, and hatred a⸗ 
gaynſt thy bꝛother, where thou fyns 
deft moche/fauour and gentle ſofre- 
nes towardes the. 
| This thing the Bentylles wel per 
| | ceyued, which foz the lame ckyll na⸗ 
0 med all thynges, dedicate and be- 
£ longyng to the table, with names of 
17 pleſantnes, a mpꝛthe, as feaſtes, iun⸗ 
. kettes, and gawdes, where it was 
PA counted a greupule offence, any ſad, 
1 heuy, oꝛ bapnous rhyng,epther to be 
! done oꝛ ſapd. 

Sepnge therkoꝛe, thou haſt god 
to thy gouernour, whiche is moſt in 
myght, wyſedome , and liberalitie, 
put away the ino2dynate regarde of 
thy ſclfe, wherin thou ſemeſt, to my⸗ 
ſtruſt his oodnes, and labout onlp, 
howe thou mapſt pleaſe and content 
gym. It is a great folyſhnes, to ſap, 
oʒ do any ſprn amyſſe, a n to 
| P 


— — 
— — — — . — 


TO YVISEDONE. 


dyſpleaſe hym, fo2 the coutention of 
thy table, from whom all nourtſhe- 
mentes commeth, a madnes, to get 
his diſpleaſure, ot whome thou la⸗ 
boureſt to obtepue a benefyt, namelp 
foꝛ as moche as the ly ke is not pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued by meate, but by the wyl and 
pleaſure of god: atcoꝛding to the ſai⸗ 
eng of ſcripture, Not in B2ea de oneſp fi: 
ueth man, but in euer wozde of god. 

we haue by indenture ot Jeſulo:d 
of all, in heauen and earth, that they 
ſhal lacke nothing, which ſene accoꝛ⸗ 
dingly the kyngdome of god, and 
rightuouſnes alowed befoze hym. 
Seynge therfo:e, that god is ſo 
boſiteful towardes the, in his giftes 
be not thou vnkinde to thy bzother, 
accompting him no leſſe to be the ſor 
of god, than thou thy ſelfe: and that 
god is no moꝛe bounde to the, than 
to hym: and that he hath only made 
the a miniſter of his giftes,of whom 
nerte vnto god, thy bzother ſþulde 
'aſkerelyefe. | 

Nepther is there any thyng moꝛe 
truly giuen to Chitft, then that that 
is vbeſtowed vpon the pooze. 705 
| Whan 
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| INTRODVCTION 
Whanthou haſt with meates and 
dꝛinkes refreſhed thy ſelfe, conſider 
whole p2putdence and power it is, 
to ſuſteyuc the lyfe with ſuche thyn⸗ 
ges as thou haſt receyucd , and gyue 
thankes thcrfo:e to god, not as thou 
woldeſt to bym, whyche hath pꝛepa⸗ 
red ſuſtenance toꝛ the, with his mo⸗ 
ney, butſuche thankes as are mete 
fo: hym, which hath made both the, 
and alſo the meate ſufteining the life 
not by the ſtrẽgth ot the ſayd meate, 
but by his diuine power, and ineſty⸗ 
mable goodnes. | 
At thy downe lpenge and vpry- 
Cynge, remember the benefittes of 
god, not pncly towardes the, but to- 
wardcs all mankpnde: yea and all 
the hole wozlde, | 
 Lonſider, in what dangers man 
is, whyle he lyeth lyke a deade car- 
kas, hauyng no power of him ſelfe. 
wherto:e Chꝛiſte muſt ſo moche the 
moꝛe inſtantly be ſought vpon, that 
he may vouchClafe to defendevs ſpl⸗ 
ly wꝛetches. 
Hede 0ught to be taken, that we 
pzonoke not hym to wꝛothe, and ans 


TO VVISEDOME., 


gre,by any our ſynne, ſeyng he is our 
keper, and our gouernour. 

Arme thy foꝛhead and thy breaſts 
with the ſygne of the croſſe, and the 
ſecrete parte of thy harte with de⸗ 
uout pꝛaiers, and holy meditations. 

And whan thou ſhalte go to thy 
bed, loke that thou thinke enery day 
reſemblerh $ hole lite of man, whom 
the night ſuccedeth, and lepe à very 
erpꝛeſte token of death. 

we mult therfo:e pzay vnto Chꝛiſt, 
that he voucheſafe, to be with vs 
euer fauourable, both in tyme of life 
and death, and that hevouchcſafe 
to graunt that to be pleaſaunt and 
quiet vnto vs. 

we muſt pꝛap hym, that ſtraunge 
dꝛeames keare vs not, but that euen 
leaping, we may haue him in mynd: 
and that refreſbed with his comfo:t 
we map ryſe merily in the moznyng, 
remembꝛing his bleſſed deth, pꝛice 
wherby he redemed mankpnd. 

Thou ſalt kepe thy bed chaſt and 
pure, ſo that thy enemy, the authour 
and head ot al fylthynes, may haue 


no claime ne right therin. 
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INTRODVCTION 

And with the ſygne ot the crolle, 
and Jnuoratis ot the name ot Bod, 
but ſpecially thꝛough holy thougb⸗ 
tes, cogitations, and ſtedfaſt pur- 
poſe, neuer after to offende, ſbalte 
thou dꝛyue al the power of the feend 

from it. | | 
whan thou ryſeſt in the moꝛnpng, 
* commit thy ſelfe to Chꝛiſte, rendꝛyng 
1 thankes vnto hym, that he hath pꝛe⸗ 
1 ſerued the, that night, thꝛough his 
helpe and tuition, from the deceptes 

and enuy of that cruell ennemp. 
As thou haſt fy2ft ſlept the nyght 


1 tyme , and are nowe ryſcn agepne: 
"Th! ſo remember, that our bodyes ſhall 
Fils þ tyꝛſt llepe by deathe, and after be re- 


v1 ſtoꝛed to lite by Chꝛiſt, whan he fhal 
appere, and come to iuge both quick 
and deade. 1. Tj 
. Beſeche hym, that it map be his 
' wyll, and that he cauſe the to ſpende 
the day folowyng in his ſetuice, ſo 
that thou mayſt nother hurt, noꝛ pet 
be hurt ot any man, and that thou ſo 
compaſſed on euery ſyde, and defens 
ded with chꝛiſtian godlynes, mayft 
ſafely eſcape the nettes and ſnares, 
. whiche 


TO VYISEDOME. 


whiche the deupll, moſte deceytfnlt 
ennemp, neuer cealſeth to laye fo; 
mankynde. 

woꝛchyp Mary the bleſſed mother 
of Bod, aud other holy ſaintes, the 
deere beloued frendes of Chu dwel 
lung with him in lite euerlaſting. 

Rede and here ofte times the lyfe 
and actes ot them, that thou mayſt 
folowe the ſame. 

Let thy thought and repoꝛte of 
them be, not as of men, but as of 
perſons, that by the goodnes of god, 
haue tranſcended all nature and hu⸗ 
mapne excellencp, and nowe nygh 
coniopned with god. 

where as there is ſo great likenes 
ot men, both in bodp and mynd, they 
being al brought in to this woꝛld by 
one tyght and tytle, made and aps 
poynted to a certapne communton 
and ſocietie of lie, to the pꝛeſeruati⸗ 
on wherof, nature hath p:zoclaymed 
this lawe, Let no man fo an other do, 
that itz af ge wold not haue done to him ſelf 
De that reſtozed nature decayed, 
hath pꝛoteſſed this one doctrine to 
be FRE, one pet expꝛeſſyng the ſame 
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| mote at larg, and ſettyng it out moꝛe 
Av platncly, fo: to make the nature of 
5 man perfect in euery condition, and 
. as lyke vnto god as it may be, be co: 
ö maunded vs. not only to loue one an 
other, but alſo to loue our ennemies, 


. th at we may be like the father of he⸗ 
e nen, whiche ſyncerely loued his ene- 
1 mies, as * declareth by his great be 
; nefittes ſhewed vnto them. | 


it And howe is it to be marked, that 
the nature of man is ſuche, that we 
wold them to be our frendes whom 


wi we our ſelfes can in no wile ioue. 
8 Cof Cbaritie. 
{10 dis moſte wyſe mayſter and 


} gupde ot out lyfe, hath gyuen 

| vs this one document, to rule 
N our lite by, that is, to loue one an os 

f ther: no wing, that by this only rule 
we might lead a bleſſed lite, without 
nede of any mo lawes. 


There is not a moze blelled thyng 
$ than to loue . And therfo:e god and 
F his aungels, be moſt bleſſed, as they p! 


in that loue all thynges, 7 a4 
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TO VVISEDONME, 

Nothyng is moze wzetched , than 
to hate, by the whiche affect, the de- 
uyls be moſt miſerable. 

Trewe loue wepeth all a lpke: 
where true loue reygneth, no man ſe⸗ 
keth pꝛeferment no man ſteleth from 
his wel beloued, accompting al ſuch 
thynges, to be with him ſelte, which 
are with his frende. 

Loue contendeth not with his dere 
bother, no2 thynketh not, that he 
doth hym any inurie at any tyme, 
and therfo:e he neyther remembꝛeth 
diſplcaſure, ne enupeth hym bycauſe 
be loueth hym, no man rctopſcth in 
the miſ foꝛtunes of his frende , neps 
ther ts greued at his p2oſperitie, but 
contrary wyſe, he iopeth with them 
that reioyce, aud wepeth with them 
that wepe, accow ing to the ſateng of 
the apoſtell . And this doth he not 
faintly, but with all his hart, foꝛ as 
moche as he eſtemeth thoſe thinges, 
whiche apperteine to him, whom he 
loueth, as his owne. 

The molt ſure, ſound, a true exam- 
ple of this maner of lyuyng, are the 
actes of Chziſte , ſet betoꝛe our eyes. 

F. iii. Fo: 
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Fo; the ſonne of god came downe 
from heauen , to teache vs the ryght 
trade ok l ups, not onely in wo? de, 
but alſo by example of lyfe, that we 
myght , our hartes being illuminate 


by that bi s clere fon beame of verity - 


diſcerne the truth of euery thing. 


kyndes of paciencie, what moderatt- 
on of mynde dyd he ſþewe, not with- 
ſtandpuge his infynyte power and 
myght? and al be it he was alſauted 
with ſo many and greuous iniuries, 

yet 7555 he aup eupl woꝛde a⸗ 


gaine, teachpng all only the wap of 
god, and abhozring thc contrary. 

De ſuffred him ſelfe to be bounde, 
whiche myght haue ouertourned the 
hole wo: ld with a becke. How pact- 
ently ſuffered he, his falſe accuſers. 
Finally, he ſo behaued him ſelte. 
that no an might percetue, he had 
any power, but al only to help other. 

The king and 102d of al, by whom 

5 fathcr made this world, how low- 

ly ſuffered he hym ſelte, to be made 
equall with the vileſt ſozte of men, 
baupng weer * koꝛ him ſcike, 
noz 


Fyzlte 1 beinge exerciled in all 
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TO VVISEDOME, 
noꝛ ſuſtenaunce fo2 his beloued mi⸗ 
niſters. 

The maker and gonernour of na⸗ 
ture, was partaker, and felte all the 
miſeries of the ſame : he hungred, he 
thꝛpſted, he was werped, aud ofte 
dyd mourne. Why ſuffered he theſe 
intirmities, but only fo2 our inſtru⸗ 
ction? Sogreatly loued he Peace, 
 Lonco2de, and Charitie, that he pur- 
ſued no ſynne , moꝛe than pꝛyde, ar⸗ 
rogaucy, ambition, contention,ſtrys 
ues, and pꝛiuy hatredes, whyche 
ſpꝛynge out of the ſayd pꝛyde, che⸗ 
wyng, that there is nothyng, why 
a man ſhulde take any thyng vpon 
bym atrogautly, by reaſon of theſe 
outward, 02 els bodily gittes, ſeing 
they are commyug and goyng not of 
our owne nature, neyther aretheſe 
thynges deriued from the inwarde 
powers of man, 02 of vertue,but gy- 
uen and taken away by god:bicauſe 
no man ſhuld auaunce hym ſelfe fo: 
ſuch apftes , 02 foꝛget from whence 
they come, neglectyng thoſe men, foz 
whoſe rclicke he receiued the of god. 


AND to ſubdue this ſyn of pꝛide. 
F. liit. and 
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INTRODVCTION 
and that no man chulde ſtande in his 
owne concept, though he had ben o⸗ 
bedpent in all poyntes of relygyon, 
and fully obſerued the lawe of the 
goſpell, Chꝛiſte ſayth theſe woꝛdes: 
wohan pe haue done alk that J haue com- 
maunde d pou, ſay that pe are but vnpzofi⸗ 
table ſernauntes. | 
Dowe great therfoze is they? fo- 
Iyſchnes, whiche gloꝛp, as perfecte 
Chuſtians, pꝛeterriug them ſelfes as 
concernynge the obſeruation of the 
lawe, beto2c al other, where as ofte 
tymes, he whom thou thinkeſt very 
naughty, in compariſon of thy ſelfe, 
ts moche richer in vertue than thou, 
and deſtinate to ſaluation, whan 
thou ſhalte be appoynted to eteruall 
myleries? 

G O D; that hath taken all iudge⸗ 
ment of men from man, bycauſethe 
one is blynde and ignoꝛant in the ſe⸗ 
cretes of an others harte, reſerupug 
the knowledge of hartes onely to 
hym ſcife, 

The outward thynges , whyche 
the eie of man onely beholdcth , are 
but weake and vucertapn tokens — 

. the 


TO VVISEDOME, 


the inwarde ſecretes. 

Wher koꝛe it is not lawfull to giue 
ful ſeutence ot any mans vertue, vice 
oꝛ diſpoſition, bycauſe pe haue twiſe 
oꝛ thꝛiſe ben in his company. Ye can 
gyue no ſentenceof hym, though ye 
haue ben with him a hundꝛed times. 
No, though ye haue ben of longeſt fa 
miliaritie togither. 

Uery depe and darke are the den- 
nes of mans hart, and what mans 
ſight is ſo quicke, to perſe though ſo 
great a miſte ot darkenes. 

Arnd ſeing, that god hath redemed 
all mankpnd, and that with ſo great 
a pꝛyce, from the ſeruitude of the de⸗ 
uyll, let no man beſo bolde to con⸗ 
temne 02 deceiue his owne ſoule, wht 
che god ſo intperly beloued , that be 
ſbꝛonke not, to giue his life therkoꝛe. 
The loꝛd was crucitied fo: vs all, 
and fo: eche onc of vs. 

Thinke not, that thou canft pleaſe 
god, if thou hateſt hym , whom god 
loucth. Foꝛ he requireth none other 
thankes, but that we do loue and 
chewe our ſelues frendly fo our fe- 
lowe ſeruauntes, as he being our 

F. b. 1038 
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102de, loued vs, whan we were leude 
and noughty, # delerued moch euill. 
1 Here began he the mutuall bonde 
55 of loue betwene man and man, and 
fie men .towardes god, that is to ſay, 
bere he lapd the foundation of mans 
Bl felycytie, aud kynylcheth the ſame 
f in heaucn. | 
r This is the lite, and grace ot Chꝛiſt 
2 wiſedome crcedyng mans capacitie, 
1 % agreing in equity to them, that haue 
vnderſtandyng and allutyng al men 
100 to goodnes. | 
Lette no man thynke hym ſelfe a 
. ryght Lhziſtian , oz to be in the fa- 
+ uout of god, it he hate any perſon ſe- 
e ing that hiſt hath commended all 
1600 men to out loue and frendſhypp. 
| Be frendly to man,whan god wil⸗ 
ih leth the to fauour : if he be worthy, 
. loue him fo: his woꝛthines: it he be 
Bi vnwoꝛthy, yet loue him, bicauſe god 
PF 18 woꝛthy to be obeped. 
! 
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"ſi Neyther faltynges, noꝛ yet great 
# richeſſe beſtowed among poꝛe folkes 

make a man acceptable to god. Ouly 
; Charity toward mii bꝛingeth this to 
11 palle, as pe 4 hath W | 
„ Thou 
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TO VvyISEZ DOM. 


Thou ougbteſt to loue euery man 
as thy naturall bꝛother, reiopſing of 
his pꝛoſperiie, and koꝛowyng fo: his 
aduerſitie, being alway redy to help 
him to thy power. 

Let neyther nation, citie, noꝛ kyn⸗ 
red, let not pꝛofeſſion, tate, ne con⸗ 
dition of lpupng, let not wpt dimp⸗ 
niche this affecte of loue : foꝛ there is 
one father ot all, God, whom thou 
art taught ot Thꝛiſte, to call fathcr 
dayly, whiche woll acknowlege the 

to be his chylde, if thou in lyke ma⸗ 
ner knowlege all his chyldꝛen to be 
thy bꝛethꝛen. 

Be not aſhamed , to take him fo: 
thy bꝛother, whom Christ difdaineth 
not to take fo: his ſonne. 

G OD bꝛought peace, concoꝛd, and 
loue into the world: the deupil, as 
moſt expert artiticer, inuented parta 
kinges, quarelling, pꝛiuate pꝛokit, diſ 
ſentions, debate and warte. 

GOD, wpllynge our ſaluatton, 
ſpꝛinkeleth amonge vs beneuolencc: 
the deuil, willing our diſtruction, ſo⸗ 
weth hatred and enmitie. 


Small ſubſtance encreaſeth. where 
concozd 
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toncoꝛde teigneth:by diſcoꝛde, great 
thynges are ſcattered, and come to 


naughte. 
They that ſtudy, to make peace 


and coucoꝛd betwene man and man, 


ſtablyſchpug the ſame with all their 
myght , ſhalbe called the childꝛen of 
god: and they that do the contrary, 
the childꝛen of the deupll, as Lhzyſte 
him ſelt plainly teſtifieth. 

The hygheſt poynt, wherin a man 
palleth the fyerceneſle of all wylde 
beaſtes, is battell, athpnge moꝛe as 
greing to beaſtes vureaſonable than 
to man, which is weldeclared by the 
name, that the latines haue giuen it. 

Dowe moche doth nature her ſelfe 
abhozre from warre, which bzought 
fo:th man in to this worlde, naked 
without armure, chapynge hym to 
metzeneſſe, and louclp ſocietie of life? 
Bod alſo abhozreth the ſame, which 
wol and commaundeth mutual loue 
betwene man and man. 

One of vs may not warre with an 
nother, ne hurt one the other, withs 
out greuous offence. 

Jf tho ou ſuſpecte any man, to beate 
grudge 


TO VYVISEDOME 
grudge 02 diſpleaſure in his mynde 
towardes the, labour with hande 
and fote,to reconcile and pacity him 
ſpare thou not in this behalt to pzay 
toflatter,and to beſtowe thy goodes 
ſo that thou mapſt therby obteyne 
the fauour of all men, fo: this is the 
molt redy aud compendious wap, to 
come to goddis fauour. 

Thou ſhalt ſcoꝛne no man, remem⸗ 
bzing, that what ſo euer chauceth to 
one, may hap to an other. No rather 
gyue thankes to god, that he hath 
kepte the from ſuche daunger, and 
pꝛap partly, that no like thing may 
fo:tune to the, partly foꝛ remedy vn⸗ 
to hym, that is thus attlycted, oz at 
the leaſt, that god wyll gyue hym 
grace, to take it thankefullp, and 
delpe hym, pt thy power wyll ex⸗ 
tend therto. 

It is a token ot a dogged harte, 
to retoyce in an other mans mil koꝛ⸗ 
tune, and not to pitie the common 
courſe of nature. 

Be mercyfull to man, and CoD; 
woll haue mercy vpon the. 


The foztune and chaunce, that fo⸗ 
loweth 
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loweth mankynde, is common fo e- 
uerp man,thzetnyng dayly all men, 
and hanging ouer euery mans head. 
Thynke it not poſſible, that thou 
canſt do any thynge moꝛe agreing to 
this loue, dewe vnto man, than if 
thou bꝛing them to the greateft good 
of this woꝛlde, Uertue. 

Ageine thou canſt do nothing moꝛe 
repugnaunt to loue, than to b2zynge 
any man to euili counſell , example, 
oꝛ otherwiſe, vnto ſynne. | 
The chyefeſt and happpeſt of all 
other thynges, is fo: a man to loue, 
yea although he be not loued ageine, 
pet that not withſtandyng to be lo⸗ 
ued, is the ſwereſt # the ſureſt thing. 
No trealure is of ſo great certayn⸗ 
ty, as perfect loue, and amptie, no 
gard ſo ſtrong, as faythfull frendes. 
Dee taketh the ſon out of the woꝛld 
that caketh loue from lite. 

Trewe loue ſure and ſable frend⸗ 
ſhyp reſteth in thẽ only that be good 


and vertuous, amonge whom, loue 

Itghtly eucreaſeth. 
Eupll men arc ſo karre from lo⸗ 
upng the good, that they can ag” 
oue 
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TO VVISEDONE 


loue an other. 
The redyeſt way to be loued, ts 


fy: to loue. Fo2 loue ts allured by 
nothyng ſo moche as by loue. 

Aoue is gotten alſo by Uertue, 
whiche of her (elf is ſo amiable that 
ofte times ſhe inuiteth, and in maner 
tonſtraineth men to loue her, whiche 
neuer knewe her. 

Aoue is alſo allured by tokens of 
vertue, as by demure ſoftneſle , by 
tomely ſchamekaſtnes, by humani⸗ 
ty, by gentyll and fay:c ſpeche, ſpe⸗ 
ctally it thou neyther ſay ne do any 
thyng, that ſauereth of arrogancp, 
inſolencp, oꝛ malopert vncleanneſſe. 
Let al thy actes be tweete ,ſofte,gens 
tyll , and pure. 

The venome of loue and amitie ts, 
to loue thy trende ſo, that thou yel- 
deſt vpon occaſton to hate him, oꝛ fo 
fo take him thy frend, that thou thin 
keſt he may be thyn ennemy. 

This ſapeng is godly, hate, as 
one redy to loue. 

Let no remembꝛance of diſpleaſure 
be, where loue is nother thinke, that 


de whom thou takeſt fo; thy frende, 
can 
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can be thy ennemp, fo: els ſhall th 
loue be very weake and bꝛickle. 

In frend\<yp muſt be ſach kay th, 
conſtancy; and ſymplicitie, that in 
no wyle, thou haue any ſuſpition in 
thy trende, 02 gyuc eare vnto them 


that ſuſpecte hym, 02 ſhall eupll re- 


poꝛte hom. 

Ly te is no lyte, to ſuche as lyue in 
ſuſpition oꝛ feare , but rather luche 
Iyfe is a continuall death. 

Be not inquiſitiue, howe other 
men line: fo: they that paſſe to moch 
of other mens atfapꝛes, ofte tymes 
loke vpon they: owne buſynes but 
cklenderlp. It is a poynt of great 
foly, well to knowe other men, and 
not to knowe thy ſelke. 

Ok this thynge ryſe mauy pꝛyuy 
grudges, and ſuche as vſe theſe thin- 
ges, be moſt commonly they, whiche 
can ſpye a ſmall mote in an other 
mans eye, and not ſce a great beame 
in their owne. It is great folpſhnes, 
to knowe other men lo well, and to 
knowe them ſelf neuer a deale. | 

Thou mapſt not alonely loue men, 

but alſo reuerence ſuche as 2 
m 


TO VVISEDOME, 
meth,the honeſtly bchauyng thy ſelf 
among them, whcrin conſiſteth the 
offycc and duety of our hole life. To 
the better accompliſhment wherof, 
thy part is,diligcurly to mark, wher 
wh an, and with whom thou docit 02 
ſpeakeſt any thyng. 

Whan thou art in pꝛeſence of men, 
ſo 02der all the partes of thy body, 
and in eſpeciall thy cies and countc⸗ 
nance, that there map be no token of 
diſdaine oꝛ contempt percetued. 

Aſe no wanton geſture, but let qut- 
etues and plcaſant ſerenitie, tokeng 
of a quiet and clere minde, alwapes 
temper thy counteuaunce. 

The fay:e and moſt kauourable 
couertute of mans face is modeſtie 
aud ſhametaſtneſſe, whiche ſo ſette 
foꝛth mans countenance, that with- 
out the ſame, it ſemeth a thing very 
dekoꝛmed and deteſtable. 

Al hope dt recouery is paſte in him 
whiche nowe is no moꝛe aſhamed of 
euyll doinge. 

Shewe not to moche ſeueritie o: 
grimneſſe in thy countenaunce . Foꝛ 


therby men coniecture, the mynde to 
1 HS be 
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| INTRODVCTION 
be cruell and vnrulp. 

Laugh not to ofte, noꝛ out of me⸗ 
ſure, laugh not to loude noꝛ that thy 
body take withal, leſt thou be moc⸗ 
ked and laught to ſcozne foꝛ ſuch thy 


folyſhe laughter, 
There may be a cauſe of laughter, 


2 there can be no cauſe ot ſcozne- 
| fu l 


laughter. 

To ſcoꝛue good thynges is wicked- 
neſſe, to mocke,cupll crueltie, and to 
ieſt at other meane thinges, great fo 
lyſbnes:to ſcoꝛne good men, wicked⸗ 
nes, leude men cruelnes, familiarly 
acquainted, tmmanitie , vnknowen 
men, madnes! to be ſho2te, aman to 
ſcozne a man inhumanttie. 

Let thp epes bequiete and ſtedy, 


play not with thy fyngers as iug⸗ 


lers vſe to do. 

Accuſtome not thy ſelf to ſtrike. fo? 
oft times after a fyllyp foloweth a 
blowe, and ftoin blowes men come 
to clubbes and ſwoꝛdes. 

' Byue onely good men true and 
ryght bonour, which commeth from 
the reuerence of the mynde. Donour 


ſuche as be in office and a 
an 


r Wire. 
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and be obedikt vnto them, although 
they commaunde greuous and pein⸗ 
full thinges, fo2 god willeth it ſo to 
be, foꝛ a publike quietnes. 

' Byueplacevnto ryche men leſte 
they ſtered to angre, hurte bothe the 
and other good men to. 

Arpſe vato age, and reuerence it, 
as in whom conſyſteth ofte tymes 
great crperience, aud knowledge of 
godly liuing and woꝛldly policy. 

Be not onely euen with them that 
honour the, but accoꝛding to the aps 
ſtels precepte, pꝛeuent them whan 

It is an argument of great rude- 
nes, not to ſalute hym, that ſalu- 
teth the, a great point of barbarout⸗ 
nes, not to wiſhe wel ageine to him, 
that wiſheth wel to the. 

Dowe ſmall thynges, and of how 
light coſt are ſalutation, faire ſpech, 
gentelnes, reucrence? And yet howe 
gret frendſhyp engender they, ik they 
be vſed 2 what amities do they diſ⸗ 
ſolue,if ycompyt them? | 

What peruerſe ignoꝛaunce is it, 


not to reconcile and get ageyne the 
G. ii. good 
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good wyllof many, whan ye may 


haue it with ſoſmall a trifle? 

The moe gentyll man, and the 
better a man is b2ought vp, the moe 
lowly and curteifly he behaueth him 


ſelte: the moꝛe vilapne, the moꝛe dif- 


deynfull and fierce. Some time theſe 
vyces come of dulnes and lacke of 
knowlege, aud fo: this cauſe, good 
lerning is called humanitie. 

Ik thou ſalute, and de not ſaltited 
ageyne, aſcribe it to negligence ra⸗ 
ther than to contempte. It thou be 
ſpoken to uvnmanerlp, attribute it to 
lacke ot good maners, 82 to nature, 


and not to malpte oꝛ hatred, be not 


ſo lyght, to be moued with the bꝛeth 

ot a mans mouth. a 
By ſuche and other lyke holſome 
interpꝛetations, thou ſhalte leade an 
holy aud pleaſaunt lyfe , fo: ſo ſhalt 
thou loue euerp man, and not thinke 
thy ſelte offended oꝛ hurt of any per⸗ 
Con. It is an old p2oucrbe, Ve verax ne 
ſuſpicax, that thou be tru, be not ſuſ⸗ 
pitious, theſe woꝛdes may be new, 5 
ſentence is old Vt quietus ne ſuſpicax, 
that thou be quiet, be not . 
4 — oke 


TO VVISEDONE; : 

Loke that thou ſhewe not thy ſelfe 
to coutemne any man in colitenance, 
in geſture, woꝛd oꝛ deede. If thou be⸗ 
png of lowe degree, deſpiſe luche as. 
be thy ſuperiours, howe ſhall thy in- 
fcriours obey the. 

It thou be the greater, thou by thy 
pꝛoude contemning of hym, tourneſt 
thyne inferiours harte from the. 

Contempte is a thyng intollerable, 
fo: as muche as no man can thynke 
him ſelte ſo vyle, that he ought to be 


dcſpyled. 
A) any labour, to deliuer them ſel⸗ 


ues from contempte, but mo ſtudy to 
be reuenged therok. 

There is no man ſo great, but fo2- 
tune map dꝛiue him to nede the helpe 
of the poꝛeſt, and ſcke ſuccour of the 
ſympleſt. 

Beſides all this, there is no man, 
whom god ts content to take fo? his 
ſonne, that can iuſtely be contemned. 
ercept thou alſo in hun cotemne god- 
dis iugement. 

Ae no doggiſhe eloquence, ſeke not 
pꝛayſe of cunnyng by contumeliouſe 
ede agaynſte thy bꝛother, as tou⸗ 
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INTRODVCTION 
thing whole rep2oche, better it were 
fo: the to be toung tyed. 

Ott times men vnknowen and deſ- 
piſed, are after kounde woozthy mo⸗ 
che reuerence. 


C Of ſpeche and com⸗ 
munic ation. 


(22 inſtrument, to ſet fozward, 
4+ tepe, and pꝛeſerue the ſocpetie 
of mannes lyfe, toꝛ the mayntenice 
wherof, nature bindeth man to man. 
This toung ts cauſe of many com- 
modittes, if thou vſe it well, cauſe of 
many miſchietes, if thou miſuſe it. 
Thertoꝛc James the Apoſtle dothre- 
ſemble it very well to the ſterne ot a 
ſchyp. Toung muſt be bꝛideled e kept 
in, that ſhe nepther hurte her ſelfe, 
no: any other. 

Syn is wꝛought by no inſtrument 
ſo eaſelp, ne ſo otte, as by the toung. 
Thou ſhalt not raile, curſe, ne hurt 
any man: thou ſhalt ſay nothyng ei⸗ 
ther to the lolle of his goodes oz good 


Thou 


name. 


o p gaue man a toung, to be 


d 
n 
i 
5 
t 
g 
a 
0 
0 
p 
0 
i 
fi 


TO VVISEDOME, 


Thou ſbalte not diſhoneſtly, pꝛou⸗ 
delp, oꝛ malopertely rage agayult a⸗ 
nye man, thou ſhalte immoderately 
inuep againſt no man, although thou 
be therto p2zouoked , fo: ſo doynge, 
thou (alt moꝛe hurte thy ſelte befoze 
god, and men of wiſcdome, then him, 
agapnſt whom thou rayleſt. 

To gyue one euyll wooꝛde fo2 an 
other, ts as moche as to wppe away 
one durte with an othcr. 

To thꝛeten, is a poynt of naughtye 
packes, ot dwellers on the other ſyde 
ot the water. Be not ot ſoo weake a 
mynde, ot ſoo tendꝛe an harte, that a 
fewe woꝛdes be able to wounde the. 

Be not to curiouſe, in repꝛehending 
other men, but rather labour ,that 
thep map not fynde in the auy thyng 
tepꝛouable. 

And if thou chaunce, to rebuke any 
perlone woꝛthylp, yet vle no crueltie 
in thy woꝛdes, but myngle thy ſharp 
theckes w ſome mylde comunicatts, 
that if z make any wound, it may be 
waged therby,but euertaking hede, 
p the fruit of tepꝛehenſion be not loſt 


G. uiii whiles 
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whiles that thou ſtudieſt ouer moche 
to mitigate the matter. 

Beware thou llide not into flatterp. 

-ATentattion is a toule vice, & bꝛin⸗ 
geth the ſayer to diſhoneltie, and the 
herer to great hurte. | | 

Zhinke nothing ſo pꝛeciouſe, that 
thou oughtet foꝛ it, to Cwerue from 
ryght and treuth. 

Let neyther ryches, ne krendchyp, 

neither intreatie, ne thꝛeteninges, let 
no feare of death obteine this of the. 
Thus doyng. thou ſhalte be regar⸗ 
ded and truſted, al thy laienges (hal 
be as goſpelles, if thou do contrary. 
wyle, thou ſhalt nothing be eſtemed; 
ne thought wozthy to be heard. 

Let thy communication be ſobze, ci⸗ 
nile, gentyl, and nothing rough, ru⸗ 
ſticall, oꝛ rude, no2 pet euer ouer cu. 
riouſe, leſt he ſhulde haue nede of an 
interpꝛetour, that wolde vnderſtand 
the, vſe no contumeliouſe noꝛ obſti⸗ 
nate language, vle not to flatter with 
nyſe and myuted woꝛdes. | 
There. is a certapne meane, whi⸗ 
che neyther leſeth his owne dignitie, 
noz taketh awaye an other mannes. 

| | | wanton 
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wanton vnclenes, is as wel to be re⸗ 

tuſed in oure talke, as is popſon in 
our meate. 

Be not haſty, whan thou ſpeakeſt. 

let not thy toung go beiore thy wyt, 
make no anſwere, beſoze thou per⸗ 
fectly vnderſtandeſt, what the mats 
ter meanetg. 
This ſateng, what ſo euer fpzſt com⸗ 
meth to ige tounges ende, whiche Cicero 
ſpanke vnto Titus ot 2thenes, ought 
ſelde oꝛ neuer to be admptted, foꝛ as 
moche as nothyng ought to be ſpo⸗ 
ken among frendes, wherbp amitie 
might be appeired. 

Howe foule, how perillous, a thing 
is. Lingua quo uadis 2 T oung whether 
goeſt thou? 

CHRIST E dur loꝛde, knowpng 
howe many aud dpuers miſchiefes 
ſpꝛaug of vayne communication, as 
quarellinges, diſcoꝛdes, and pꝛiuie 
batredes, to the entent he wold, that 
men ſhulde be circumſpecte in their 
ſpeche, thꝛetened all men, that they 
haue to make a count ok euerp pdell 
wooꝛde at the dap ot iudgement. 

Thertoꝛe eche 9 ſapth, Set 


v. thou 


INTRODVCTION 
thou a wakche Fnfo my m outh, and ad ooze 
Befoze my lpppes. 

Be not to buſp in talkyng,o? to full 
of woꝛdes: haue not all thy comunt- 
cation alone. There is a certapne oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe and courſe in talkyng, al though 
thou common with moſte vnlearned 
and vileſt perſons. And yet dꝛaw not 
thy woꝛdes ſo that thou mayſt ſeeme 
to harken to thy ſeife, and to doo ſo, 
bycauſe euerp wo2de that cometh 
from the, ſemeth a role. 

It is moe better fo2 the, amonge 
wyſe men, to harken, than to ſpeake: 
yet ſometyme it is nolefle faute, fo2 
aman to holde his peace, thanitis 
at an other tyme to ſpeake, whan it 
behoueth him not. 

There is no pleaſure to be compa- 
red to the communication ot a man, 
that is wyſe and well learned. 

Be neuer to inquiſitiue, foꝛ it is 
pepnekull, and cauſeth hatred. Thou 
knoweſt, what Hozace ſaycth, E ſchue 
a Buſp demaunder , Foz the ſame is coms 
monky a babbfer, | 

Be not contentious 02 obſtinate in 
reaſoupnge, but * thou hereſte 
truthe, 


P 
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| 10 VVISEDONE, 
fruthe. reuerence it with lilence, and 
| ariſe vp therat, as to a dpupne aud 
godly thyng. 

It thou here no ſuche thyng, pet 
take it frendly, and that namely, if 
there be nothyng ſapd, wherby hos 
neſty, maners, and good lpupug map 
be hyndered. 

'  Lontention is nought wozth, wher 
is no hope of amendement. 
Men can hardly bere arrogancy, 
pꝛpde, oꝛ diſdaynefull auctoꝛity, no 
not in men ok great power, and all 
pꝛayſe worthy. | 
B2agge not in woꝛdes, but ſhewe 
in dede, what thy counnyng is, think 
not other men delpted in all thyng, 
that thou take pleaſure of in thy 


talzke. 


Beware alwapes, that thou do no⸗ 
thyng, that may diſquiet the, excepte 
tt be cloſely kepte . Howe be it, it by 
thaunce thou haue done any ſuche 
thpng, diſcloſe it to no man, oꝛ at the 
leaſt, if thou do vtter it, take good 
hede to whoin. 

Whan thou committeſt any thing 


of counſaple to thy frende, whyche 
/ thou 
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Aon woldeſt haue ſecretly kept, bes 
wate thou vſe therin no maner of 
boꝛnyng, leſt he at ſome time hauing 
a minde to ieſte, as thou dyddeſt re⸗ 
uele and open the lame. 

Kepe the ſecrete counſayle com: 
mitted vnto the moꝛe warely, than 
the money that is committed vuto 
thy cuſtodp, | 

Nothyug ſhulde be ſafe and ſure 
in mans life, if ſecrete counſel ſhuld 
want faythe. | 

Ik thou pzompſe any thyng, per⸗ 
koꝛme the ſame, although it be very 
bard, and dangerous, and though it 
were but to: this onely cauſe, toil; 
charge thy fayth and poniſe. 

It any thynge be pꝛompfed the, 
eracte itnot, beinge alway ſtreygh⸗ 
ter in iudgement to thy ſelte, than 
to other men. 

Thou muſt conſider, that men haue 
wyt, reaſon, and tudgement, thinke 
not 'that thou canſt perſwade them, 
to takceupll dedes, fo2 thynges well 
done, oꝛ to be deceiued by thynges 
toüterkaited, cloked, oꝛ colozed, whi⸗ 
che at length de wia them ſclues, . 

and 
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and the mote craftelycr they wert 
Hyd, the moze foule and hatefull 
they arc. 

' Truly a mans myt1de aryſeth ſoꝛe 
ageinſt thoſe thyngcs, wdefwitd he 
hath ben decepued. 


Therfo2e it is better, that all thins 


ges be open, playne, vncloked , and 
{ymple. 


Fo: although Ueritie tometpmes 


at the kpꝛſte dilplealeth, yet at the 
ength tt is very ampable and louely 
Accepted. 


The Truth may wel be pepned, it 
wyl not be oppꝛeſled. It may be bla⸗ 


med it wyl not be ſhamed. 


As the pꝛokyt gotten by lyeng, is 
nothyng ſounde noꝛ durable, euen fo 


the damage that commeth by truth 
tellyng, bindꝛeth not longe. 


Abſteine from lieng, as from a com 


mon rot. Foꝛ there is no viler thyng 
in man, whiche therby ſeperateth 
him ſelfe from god , and becommeth 


the dyuels dondman And come the 


l pe out pariy 02 late, Shametul igno 
min is ſure the lpers part. 


* 


0006 ts counted moꝛe vyle: what 
woꝛſe 
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worſe tha a lier? It men knowe the 
toꝛ a lyer, uo man wil beleue the, al- 
though thou ſpeakeſt neuer ſo trulp. 
Con traty wpſe, it thou be trewe 
of woꝛde, thy becke ſhalbe better be⸗ 
leued, than other mens holy othes 
and great twearpng. 

It thou ſpeakeſt nothyng repu⸗ 
gnaunt, and if thy woꝛdes agree one 
with an nother, thou greatly nedeſt 
neyther fo:ce of memoꝛp, noꝛ any o⸗ 
ther arte, but alwayes to ſay that 
thou thinkeſt truth. 

Truthe euer conſenteth to truth, 
falſchode neyther with truth, noz 
yet with falſehode. 

But if thou wylt thyne opinion to 
de true, beleue nothing lightly, but 


thinges appꝛoued, oꝛels thinges that 


haue great likelihode of veritie. 
De is in miſerp, and very myſe- 
rable, whiche hath io intangled him 
ſelte, that he can not be loſcd, but by 
a leaſpng, | | 
Accuſtome nat thy ſelt in ſwearing. 
Foꝛ the wiſe man ſayth. That ge, whi⸗ 
che ſwerets moche , is replenyſſped wits 
witkednes, and the plage of vengegnoee 24 
| | | no 
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not be kong from his houſe. 
CHRIST in his goſpell vtterly 
foꝛbiddeth vs ſwering, and teaching 
vs to affirme all that truth is, with 
'pea pea, and to deny all that fals ts 
with, nap nay. 
Our reuerence to god ought to 
be great, we ought not to call him to 
witnes in euerp place foꝛ cuery trifle 
No, we ought to call hym to re⸗ 
coꝛde neuer, but ageinſt our wplles, 
and whan we are compelled. 
he that ſwereth in ſerious mat⸗ 
ters, wyll alſo \ſweare in boꝛde for 
vis pleaſure. And he that wol were 
koꝛ a teſte, wyl not ſticke foz an othe, 
whan he lyeth. 
They that beleue the, wol as wel 
truſt the without an othe, as with 
all thy Cwearpng, and they that wol 
not beleue the, the mote thou lwea⸗ 
reſt, the moꝛe they miſtruſt the. 


CSow men ongßt to be vſed. 


HERE IS atertapne dyffe- 

rence to be had, betwene man 

and man. Fo; ſome of them dy 
0 


—— 


INTRODVCTION 
ot houſeholde, ſome only of acquein⸗ 
taunce, and ſome be ſtraungers vn⸗ 
anowen. 

I call them of houſeholde,that be 
of kyn, oꝛ of affinitic, oꝛ with whom 
we Iue togither in one family. 
Thou muſt loue al men, and ſo bee: 
haue thy ſelte towardes them; that 
tuen they, whom thou kuoweſt not 
may perceiue the to be a frend vny- 
ucrſally to all mankynde. and to wil 
and wiſhe wel vnto al men. 

And pet thou ſhalt not, as a white 
iyne vpon a white ſtone . ſhewe thy 
ſelte a like towardes all men: but 
ſome thou ſhalte admpt to counſelt, 
to ſome be obcdicnt , and ſome thou 
fpalte reuerence , and to ſome thou 


ſhaltc render thankes, if thou haue 


receyued any benefyt at their han⸗ 
des, foꝛgettyng not thoſe, whoſe 
dylygence and faythefutl (cruyce, 
thou haſte vſed to thy commodytie 
oꝛ p2otptte, 

Whcreasa mans good wyll is to 
be taken and reputed foꝛ the deede, 
there he ſemeth to deſerue not moch 
leſſe thankes, whiche ee den 

pm 


SWW eee een 


To VVISEDOME, 


him ſelte to do pleaſure, than he that 
hath done in dede. 

And he that hathe vſed a mannes 
krendſhipoꝛ labour after this maner, 
ts no leſſe bound to recompence him, 
thi if he had bozowed money of him: 
thynke hym no leſle thanke worthp, 
whiche hath to his power, with ſyn⸗ 
cere harte, beſtowed his labour, than 
he that lendeth his money. Thyncke 
him J ſape, ſoo muche moꝛe thankes 
worthy , as is the bodpe deater to a 
man than his monp, oꝛ any outward 
thynge. I 
Tarp not, while thy familſar frend 
open his pouertie and neceſſities rg 
the, but harkt rather, and ſmell them 
But thy ſelfe, helping him of thy own 
aͤctoꝛde, taty not, but ariſe and meete 
a tyghtuoule petycyon in the teethe, 
that thou be entreated bekoꝛe thou 

be ared. | 
Thou ſhaltenot onely lone thy pas 
rentes , but alſo honour them nerte 


. | vnto god, and ſhalt be obedient vnto 


they: commaundementes,euen as as 
god des owne byddynge, thzoughly 


petſwaded, that they be in goddes 
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: 
IDS DRIER ! 


' INTRODVCTION | 
ſtede vnto the here in earth, and that 
no man loueth the moꝛe intierly, noz 
moe regardeth thy wealth, | 

Next viito theſe be ſchole maiſters, 
bꝛyngers vp of chyldzen, tutours, ft- 
nally al fach as haue taught the any 
good maners, whiche are of ſo great 
value, that man can haue nothyuge 
moꝛe pꝛecious. v5 

Louetheſe men, and haue them in 
reuerence as thy ſeconde patentes, 
and lowly obey them, coſityng, what 
ſo euer they do, that they do it not fo; 
they: owne comoditie, but foꝛ thine. 
And ſeing the matter is lo thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt make ſklender recompence, ik foz 
ſuche kyndneſle, thou woldeſt obſti⸗ 
natelp diſobep them. 

Thinke not, but he loueth the ten⸗ 
derly, that repꝛehendeth the frendly: 
he ſeldome hurteth, that repꝛoueth 
the, although he be thy ennemie, foz 
it he ſayetrewthe, he ſheweth the, in 
what thou oughteſt to refozme thy 
ſelf,if he ley fals thinges againſt the, 
he teacheth the, what thou maieſt eſ⸗ 
chew : ſo that other he maketh Þ bet- 
ter, oꝛ at eu leaſt moze circumſpecte. 
Serche 
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TO VVISEDOME 


Serche firſt the maners and condi⸗ 
fions of them, whom thou doeſt pur⸗ 
pole to make thy familiers, and en⸗ 
quire, howe they haue oꝛdered them 
ſclues with their other frendes, leſt 
it mape after repent the of ſuche acs 
queyntance. 

Kefuſc the acqueyntaunce ok him, 
whole familtaritie thou leeſt honeſt 
men to eſchewe. 

Alſo ſhonnethem, whom thou per: 
ceiueſt to loue thy goodis better than 
thy ſelte, as ſincll feaſtes, oꝛ ſuche, 
by whoſe conuerſation thou mayſte 
eyther were woꝛſe oꝛ fall into daun⸗ 
ger and peryll. 

Shonne all ſuche, as can not ſuffre 
theyꝛ frendes to haue better foꝛtune 
than they haue. Choſe no ſuche frens 
des, as lytle pale, to ieſte of thy lyte, 
to bozde at ſuche thynges, as thou 
woldeſt haue kepte ſecrete, but mooſt 
of all, anopde them, that foꝛ a thyng 
of naught, woll be at vtter defyance 
with they? beſte freende, reuengynge 
theym ſclfe mooꝛe vppon ſuche, as 
they haue loued bekoꝛe, than vppon 


When , whom they alwayes hated: 
D. ii. | barba- 


 _INTRODYCTION 

darbarouſely perſwading them ſelf, 
the inturte doone of a frende, leſſe to 
be foꝛboꝛne, then the iniurie done of 
theyꝛ ennemie, wherin they plainely 
declare, that they neuer loued, fo2 ik 
they had, they wold not ſo lone haue 
ben offen ded. It were better to haue 
ſuche perſons fo; ennemies, than foz 
frendes. 

Be llowe in receyuyng a frende, be 
conſtant inretepning him. 

Choſe a frende. that wyl not onely 
pleaſe the, but alſo pꝛokit the. Auoide 
him, that ſpeaketh all fo: fauour: 
and enbꝛace thou him, that wil trulp 
and plapnelp admonylhe the of thy 
faute. 

It thou fake delyte, to here them 
that flatter the, thou ſhalt neuet here 
the trouthe. 

Among the wylde beaſtes, there ts 
none mo28 pernitiouſe then enuie: a⸗ 
mong the tame, none ſoo hurtefull 
as flattery. 

4s wiledome and vertue be moche 
woꝛthy all mennes loue, ſo is aſſen⸗ 
tation to be curſed, bated, abhozred, 


whiche lerteth vs to tome to the ſaid 
vertue 
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bertuc and wyſedome, by rcaſon it 
perſwadeth, that we haue nowe al⸗ 
rcdp obtepucd it. | 

Moꝛcouer, plaine admonition doth 
not a litteli p2ofite, whiche b2ungcth 
a man to vertue, by teachyng hym, 
what remapneth pet behynd, # howe 
it muſt be brought to pale. 

It it greue the, tobe repꝛoued, do 
nothyng repꝛoche wooꝛthy. 

He is in a very miſerable caſe, that 
nedyng a frende to warne him, bath 
none. 

Flee from the cSpany of cupl men, 
as from men infected with the _ 
lence. Foꝛ contagion is to be f 
no leſſe at the one, then at the of — 
£rceptc thou thinke thy ſelte able to 
bꝛyng them togoodnes. 

And yet thou muſt not truf thy ſelf 
berein to moche, ſtyll remembꝛyng. 
that as our nature of it ſelte ts pꝛone 
to vice, that ſoo the gate and pallage 
to Uertue , 1s very hyghe, and with 
moche trauaple and dyfficultye fy- 
nyſbed. l 

Alſo ſerche, of what degre and con 
dition thou arte, what place foꝛtune 
it  _ hath 
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hath ſet the in: and thynke, what ſoo 
euer eſtate thou be in, no mo thynges 
be lefull fo: the, than foz other men. 

No,the maze cuſtome maketh leful, 
the leſſe let luſt long foz; luſt ſtated by 
moderation. 

Be gentle to thy interiours, lowely 
to thy betters, eaſy and tractable to 
thy peres, and compantons: 

But yet ſoo, that thou be alwayes' 
harde,ftyfe,and incrozable to them, 
that intiſe the to vyce. | 

Dildayne not, to be contempned of 

thy ſuperioꝛs, but thinke that thing, 
to come by courſe ot foꝛtunc, rather 
thau by the faute of the man. 
It any thyng be done vuto the ok 
thy intertour, whiche diſpleſeth the, 
thynke it not foꝛthwith, to be done of 
contumely, but rather of a certayne 
libertie: reckening alſo,that thou art 
very delicate and impacient, it thou 
count ſmall tickelinges, great woun⸗ 
des. Thou muſt not ſuppoſe thy ſelfe 
aman, æ other men beaſtes, and that 
it is not lefull fo: them ſo muche as 


to ſpeake. 
Thou arte a man, lyue vider lyke 
| lawe, 


TO VVISEDOME, 
lawe,as other men do. 

And if thou haue moꝛc wyled ome, 
— be a better liuer, than other men 
be, ſhewe thy ſelfe fauourable vnto 
them, as to men vulerned and weke. 
Pardone not vice in thy ſelte, whom 
wyledome and vertue hath ſoo en⸗ 
ſtrengthened. 

It thou excel not in vertue, why re- 
quireſt thou to be better eſtemed than 
an other: it thou paſſe other, why mo 
der ateſt thou thyne affections no bets 
ter, than the common ſo:te of people. 

It is better, to take w2ong,than to 
do wrong better to be decetued, than 
to deceiue, whiche thynge naturall 
wyſedome taught many , as Socra- 
tes, Plato, Ariſtoteles, Cicero, Sene- 
ca, and ſuche other. 

Kemembe, it is a point of humain 
embectilitie,ts de deceiued # wander 
in blyndnes. Let not therfoꝛe other 
mens okences, and chiedy ſuche as 
be done againſt thy (clfe, quer muche 
ofende the. 

It is a token ot a gentle and noble 
harte, to toꝛgyue: of a crnell, fierce, 


puyarura ll, and vyle ſtomacke,to re: | 
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INTRODYCTION 
faine anger, whiche thing euen very. 
nature ſheweth in dombe bealtes. 

Andſeyng, god is redy to do no⸗ 
thing mote ofte, 02 moꝛe gladly, than 
þ to forgitue, whois ſo madde,to deny, 
but that the ſame thing is both moſt 

godly and moſt ercelicnt, by whiche 
we ſo moche reſemble the nature of 
that highe and mightie god? 
i Dealc thou with other men, as thou 
woldeſt Chꝛiſt (þuld deale with the. 

And truclp, it is mete, that thou 
graunt lyke foꝛgiuenes to thy neigh⸗ 
bour, as thou nedeſt at goddis hand, 
eyther foꝛ the Came, s2 other ly ke of 
fences. | | 

There is no pꝛaper moꝛe accepta⸗ 
ble, oꝛ ot moꝛe eſticacp atoꝛe god, than 
that his ſoune Jeſus Chꝛiſt, ous loꝛd, 
Hath taught vs, whiche is therkoꝛe 
named, Our loꝛdes prꝛaper: Rowe, 
thou canT not ſape that pzayer with 
a pure mynde, excepte thou vtterly 
and with all thy harte, foꝛgpue thy 
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brother, what ſo euer thou woldeſt t 
god to foꝛgyue the. A greate faute is q 
fo2gpuen vs, under this condition, 0 


that we foꝛgyne a lyght offence. d 
1 what 


TO VVISEDONME;, 
What ſo euer one man offendeth 
an other in, it is nothpug, in com⸗ 
pariſon of that, wherin we all of: 
tende god euerp houre: whiche is to 
be eſtemed and waped euen fo moche 


the greuouſer, as god is great and 


higher than man. 

It thou be diſcontent with any 
man, folowe the counſayle of the 
Apoſtels lapenge: Let not the ſonne go 
downe vpon thy wꝛoth. whan thou goſt 
to bed, cat out of thy mind, all de⸗ 


bate, all angre, all diſpleaſurcs, all 


deſpꝛes e penſiuenes, that thy minde 


being quiet and ſetled, thou mayſt- 


ad dꝛeſſe thy ſel e to quiet Nepe. 
Let hym, whom thou haſt ones 


foꝛgpuen, perceyue by ſome token 


that thou haſt foꝛgyuen hym vntfey- 
nedly, that bothe he may ſee, thon 
baſt foꝛgotten inturies paſt, and find 
the frendly, where thou maiſt hclpe 
oꝛ do him pleaſure. 

Beware, whan thou arte moucd, 
that thou aucnge not thyne owne 
quarell, epther by thy ſelfe , o2 any 
other perſon . Fo2 thou haſte none 
auctozitie ouer an other maus ſer⸗ 

| D. v.  Uuant 


EK rere 


NEN 


at —_ — — 2 — — HET —-— 5 — 5 3 = — 
— . a % A 2%, 9 2 - 
. — 


1NTRODVYCTION: 


nant, moche leffc in thy fclowe ſer⸗ 
uaunt. Thou arte iniurious totyy 
loꝛd, it thou leaue not the coꝛrection 
of thy felowe vnto hym. 

God is loꝛde ouer all men, we all 
bis ſeruauntes, be thou content to 
haue complayned to hym, yea com- 
playne not at all: fo: the eye of god 
ſceth all thynge, aud as ſcripture 
teſtyfpeth, he knoweth both hym 


that doth the w2onge, and him that 


ſuffcreth it. Therfoze gyueth he this 
commandement,'Leane fe reuengemet 
of tÞyne enemies to me and g wit ſe them 
payed, Foꝛ ſeyng the iniurp is in the 
hart, and not in the dede, onely god 
knoweth , what thy hart was, and 
what belougeth therto. 

Jt behoueth the, not onelp to loue 
thy ſelte, but alſo to ſhewe thy ſelke 
worthy to be had in teuerence, ſo 
that thou mapſt be aſhamed of thy 
ſcif whan thou goeſt about to do any 
thyng vngodly, wyckedly, fplthyly, 
impudentlp, folpſhlp. 

We ofte tatze that foꝛ an ininry, 
whpche in very deede is none, folos 


wyng in lache * our partiall at- 


fectious, 


oc. © os ow 
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TO VVISEDONME, 
fections, that we can by uo meanes 
ritely examine the truth of matters, 
but are dꝛyuen to gtue (ach ſentence, 
and iugement, as they will. 


C w6at a mans behauiour dugßt 
to be towardes him ſelfe. 


ment of thyne own Lonſcicnce, 

than the gloꝛpouſe repozte ot 
the multitude, whiche commonlp is 
bothe rude and ignorant, and vnad⸗ 
uiſedly both app2oucth and condem⸗ 
neth thynges vnknowen. 

A ttoubleſome conſcience tour⸗ 
menteth the mynde, a quiet conſcts 
ence is high felicity paſſing al wozld 
ly treaſure and dyagmttic. 

This is it, that god pꝛomiſeth in 5 
goſpel vnto his wel beloued childꝛen 
that they (bal receyue, euen in this 
life, moche moꝛe pleaſure, than they 
haue foꝛſaken fot his ſake. 

Fame ſhal neither pꝛofyt the wyc⸗ 
ked pcrſon , ne inkamp hurte the 
good. What pꝛofpt ſhalt thou haue 


moze of thy great fame, whan thou 
arte 


2 teme and beleue moꝛe the iuge⸗ 


INTRODVCTION 
art ones departed Hens, tha the p2et- 
ſed picturc of Apelles, oꝛ the hozte 
that hath the victoꝛp in Olympia: 

The (aid fame lyttel pꝛofiteth any 
man in his life time, it that he know 
it not, and it he knowe it, what pꝛo⸗ 
fit I pꝛap pou, bzyngeth it? a wyſe 
man will delpile it, and it cauſeth 
toles moe to enbꝛace foly. - 

The witneſſe of Conſcience, is true 
ſound, and permanent, and chalbe of 
grcat auctozity, whan Bod ſhall ſyt 
in that his dꝛedtull tudgement , and 
ts amaiſtres of great goucrnaunce, - 
tuen in this life. This Conſcience ts, 
as the pocte feately nameth it, a bras 
ſon wall, to ſtand betwirte vs and al. 
daungers ot this woꝛld, neyther is 
there any thyng fo terrible, that can 
ſhake bim, whom this wal defedeth, 


beinge couplyd and knyt vnto god. 


with harte and minde, puttyng his 
truſt tn him onelp, knowyng that he 
bath taken the peculyar charge of 
him, to whom al thinges obey. 

At is great ſhame fo: the, to be 
detter knowen of other men, than of 


thy (cife. 
Js 


TO VVISEDOME, 
Is it not inough fo: the, to be kro⸗ 
wen ot thy ſelte and of god? 
They that caſt away the regard 
of god, and lye ſtpll without feare 
iu ſynfulnes, are twyſe to be cons 
demned: bycauſe they regarde nep⸗ 
ther god noꝛ man. All ſuche are in⸗ 
iurpous to thepꝛ owne conſcyence, 
deridyng and deluding the ſame, as 
though they had therfoze deſpiſed 
the fame of the woꝛld, bycanſe they 
wold the moꝛe frely frame and faſhf 
on them ſelk vnto their owne conſcts 
ence, whichenowe runneth at large 
iu ſin fulnes, bicauſe it is not bzidled 
with feare. 

De loueth him ſelfe, that with all 
his endeuour and keruent P2ayer, des 
ſpꝛeth of god, that he voucheſlatc to 
garniſh the mind, the moſt excellent 
part of man, with her truc and natu- 
ral oznamentes,that is to wite, with 
Keligton and godlines. | 

De loueth not him ſelf, whiche ſets 
teth his mind vpon riches, honours, 
and wo2ldly pleaſures oꝛ any other 
bodely thing: fo: ſo moch as the moſt 
ee parte ot man, is the mynd; 

Neyther 
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Nepther loueth he him ſelf, which 
fo: lackc of knowlegc ot his own mt 
ſery, deceyueth him ſelf, oꝛ ſuckereth 
other to decepue him: being glad as 
hauing thoſe gittes, wherok in very 
dede, he hath none at all. 

Suche loue in a mau is not to be 
counted the loue of hym ſelte, but a 
blynde, deaſtlp, and inoꝛdinate loue 
ot the body hurttull both to hym 
ſelte, and to other. The which loue 
Socrates complained, to be the oꝛi⸗ 
ginal beginning of al miſcheues. Fo? 
in dede this takcth away frendſhyp 
betwen man and man, wherbp ariſe 
all miſerp, all miſchiefes amonges 
men, he that ouermoch loueth hym 
ſelfe after this mauer, he loueth no 
mau, and no man him. 

The pꝛoude man agreeth not with 
the mecke, and moche leſſe with men 
ot his owne diſeaſe. 

Out ſautour, by his heuenly wyſe⸗ 
dome bꝛietlp declareth vuts vs, both 
what it is, a man to loue, and what 
it is. a man to hate him ſelfe, ſaye 2 
atter this maner: He t$at gateth 


ſonte, and dol not ſuffer it to be 22 
gled 
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TO VVISEDOHnME. 

«fed with the pleaſaunt intiſementes of tbe 
wozkde , be trufp fourth gis ſonle, and wifs 
keth it to be ſaue d. Contrary wpſe, be that 
koueth his ſoule, ſettyng it vpon vofuptu- 
onſenes, the ſame hateth his ſoule, and wol 
it come to naugßt. 

Who, excepte he be madde, woll 
refuſe labour and peynes, to obteine 
the reward eternal in heauen, ſeyng 
that theſe wietched and tranſitozy 
thinges, without great labour and 
pcincs can not be obteined. 

The lawe of Adams chpld:en is 
to lyue in labour, and 5 curſe due be 
longyng to babes boꝛne of ue, is to 
ſuffer afflictions and trouble. | 

Thertoze we mult nedes labour, 
what way ſo euer we turne vs. 

Howemochebetrer than is it, to 
endeuour with al our power, to haue 
fo2 our labour an ample tewarde, 
as eternall ioy, than to haue a ſclen⸗ 
der and a vile recompence, Þ ſhoztly 
bantſheth, ſozow eucrlaſting2 What 
alſo, that it is an caſter ſurer quieter 
and ſo moch moꝛe pleſanter,a lighter 
thing to do wel, thi to do cuil, wher⸗ 
in is ſo moch feare ſozowe and care. 
Spnne 


SNN 
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Syn is the death of man, ſo thaf 
he map wel ſeme to llea him ſelf ,wht 
che falleth to ſynne , foꝛ he withdꝛa⸗ 
weth hymn ſelfe from god, our lyfe, 
and from the quictnes of conſcience, 
a thing moſt blefled, moſt ful of com⸗ 
fo:t and top. 

Thou ſhalt waſte away the ſpot- 
tes ot ſyn with teares , with repen- 
raunce, and by the inuocation of the 
mercep of god, citaupug and hollp 
truſtyng to it. 

Let all maner of occaſions of ſyn⸗ 
ues be cut away, and eſchewed with 
al diligence. Foz the wiſe man faith: 
e that koneth peryk, ſp al periſpe therin. 
Aud the dcuyll alwapes wap⸗ 
teth vpon all occaſions, that we can 
neuer be careles. We mult warre 
with hym ſtyl: mans lyfe vpon erth 
is, as Job truly ſayth „a contpnu⸗ 
all warfarc. | 

And koꝛ as moche as our ennemp 
is ſo myghty, ſo ſtrong, ſo ſubtpll, 
ſo cratty, and of ſo great erperience, 
haupug ſo manp polycyes of warre 
ageynſt vs, that we can by no meas 


a crate, ne power, match him: — 
5 


bs, caſtyng away all affiance of out 
Owne nature and power le vnto god 
Foꝛ ſuccour. Foꝛ this cauſe, our loꝛde 
ofte commaundeth his diſciples to 
pꝛap, t; deſpꝛe their holy father with 
pure harte and mynde, that they may 
not be led into temptation, that is to 
ſap, into fight, into hand gripes with 
their aduerſary. | 
And in the pzaier,thathe taughtvs, 
this is the laſte poyut, whiche knyt⸗ 
teth vp all together, Ne nos inducas in 
tentatione, Leade vs not into tempta⸗ 
tion, but deliner vs from our aduer⸗ 
ſarie, that ſtyli lieth in wayte foꝛ vs. 
Let vs therfoꝛe alwapes do as men 
armed in warre, kepyng diligkt wat⸗ 
che and warde, not lettyng occaſions 
llyp away by llepe, and lluggiſhnes. 
And where as this lyfe fleeth ſo faſt 
a wap, being of ſuch vncertentie, that 
no man lpuyng to dap, can make ſure 
pꝛompſe of to moꝛowe it is a greate 
poynt of folyſhnes, and very dange⸗ 
touſe, in hope ot long lyte, not fo pꝛe⸗ 
pare vs, to our finall iourney, ſeyng 
that we are called vpon euerp houre, 
and yet knowe nothyng of the tyme, 
$. J whan 


4 
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INTRO DVCTION 
whan we ſhall be compelled to this 
iournep, whither we woll o2 no. Let 
vs thertoꝛe haſte, to pꝛepare vs trea⸗ 
ſure vnto the lyfe to come, beyng al⸗ 
wapes redy td diligent attendaunce, 
that whan we ſhall be called , we be 
not found vuredy, oppꝛeſſed with he- 
uy and dull luggiſþnes, that we de- 
parte not ſad and ſo2owefull, but as 


men being full ſatiſfied, and wery of 


this woꝛld, teioiſing in hope though 
fapth in Chziſte: wherby we knowe 
Bod, and asfarre forth as the power 
of man may, we umitate, folowe, and 
fynd hym: without this thyng, what 
is a man, but a beaſt immoꝛtall⸗ 

As one dap ot mans lyfe is woꝛthy 
to be pꝛeterred, befo2e the longeſt age 
of Kaupn oz Darte:ſo one day, ſpent 
afterthe example of Chꝛiſt. is better 


than to lyue eternally not folowpng 


ryght religion. S 
bis is eternal? fpfe ſapetß Chꝛiſte 
our loꝛ de, to knowe the fatber and whom 
Se ſent among ds, Jeſus Thꝛiſte his ſonne. 
This is the courſe of moſt abſolute 
wiſedome. wherot the fyꝛſt ſteppe ts, 


e 


to knowe ißy ſelfe, and the laſte of all. 


TO VVISEDOME. 
fo knowe God. To the immoꝛtall and 
inuiſible kynge of the woꝛlde, ta 
God onelp, be all honour 
and gloꝛpe. 
AMEN. 
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FOR THE FYL- 
L YNG OF VOID PACES 


here folowing, we haue tnſer- 
ted certain — 4 ot moſte notable 
ſentences ot wiſe men, gathered 
together by Eraſmus of Kote- 
rod am, and traullated 


in to Englyſhe. 


Tbakes * 


& obediktt to thy pꝛince. 
Pꝛoue thy freende oz 

thou haue nede, 
oO from wicked 


D0 ſo That thou mapſt be commen⸗ 
ded of all folke. 

It thou haue a tale bearer in thy 
houle, auoyde him out. 

It that thou art aſhamed to do be⸗ 
foꝛe an other, thou ſhuldeſt not be ſoo 
hardy to do alone, as though thy ſclf 
than were witnelle. 

It thou purpoſe to do a thyng kepe 
it ſecret, leſt any ſhulde let the. 

J. iii. Dc 
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De augmenteth his grefe, that feas 
reth that that can not be eſchewed. 
Better it is to berebuked of a foe, 
than faiſly pꝛayſed of a frende. 
To moche is nought, f02 meaſure in 
all thynges is beſt. 


Sofon. 


Onour god, 
[Join taverand mother 
Socour thy frendes. 


AJapnteyne trouthe. 

Be obedient to the lawes. 

Bꝛpdell thyne angre. 

Snupe no perſon. 

AJynde that is rightuous. 

Commende vertue. 

None is lucky, but he th at dyeth 
welth fully. 


Moſt ſure amitie is, that reſteth 


betwene cqualles. | 
The guerdon of vertue, is very ho- 
nour, not therewarde of fo:tune.. 
Lommend thy frend opẽly, but whan 
be erreth correcte him ſecretely. 
Moe clere is thenoblencs, whiche 


thou th;oughe thyne owne vertues 


doſt 


VYISEMEN, 
doft obtayne, than that that happeth 
vnto the by the pmages of thy koꝛe⸗ 
fathers. 

It defteny can not be auotded, what 
pꝛokyteth to knowe it? Ff it be vis 
certayne : it is folyſhenes to. fcare, 
whan thou knoweſt not whether it 
wyll come oꝛ tor. 


Cbifo. 

Nowe thy ſelte. 

Uſe temperance. 

Bette thy good truely. 
Let thy maners be alowable. 
with ſuch Ckele the life ſhuld be mo- 
derate, that thy inferiours dꝛede the 
not, whiche is tirannie: No2 thy ſu⸗ 
periours deſpiſe the, whiche is a caſt 
a ſyde. 
Liue clene and pure, as thou ſhuldeſt 


dye this day. Giue thy ſelf to Honeſt | 
ſtudies, as thou ſhnldeſt liue euer. 
Boſt not thy good dedes, but let o⸗ 


ther commende them. 
Flowꝛing old age, is moſt lyze vn 


to pouth. 
Wayward pouth, is moſt lyke vn⸗ 


to olde age, | 
$rtacus 


F ut 
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SATENGES OP 
Pitaens. 


Hoſe thinges that thou — 
ſeſt to do, ct ake not of befote, if 
thou can not bꝛyng the to paſſe, 
thou halte be laughed to ſcoꝛne. 

The thynges that can not be done, 
loke thou deſyꝛe not greatly. 

It is no leſſe cratte to kepe ſylence, 
than to ſpeake. | 

Jt toꝛceth not how many, but what 


they be that pꝛaiſe the: toꝛ to be pꝛai⸗ 
ſed of yuell perſons is diſpꝛayſe. 
It is folyſhneſſe to be greued with 


My telicitie of them that be tuell, as 
though wealth reſted in goodes vul- | 
gate. | | 
As foliche it is to teioyce to ſe them 
that be iuell in calamitie, as though 
befoꝛe thep were not vnwealthy. 

That thou oꝛdeyneſt other to doo, 
obſerue thy ſelte. 

In tyme ot pꝛoſperitie thou walte 
baue many trendes. 

But in aduerſitie fcwe frendes res 
mayne,but ther be true. 

Bias 


VVISEMEN, 


Bias. 


Eholde thy ſelte in a my2rour, 
B if thon appere beautpfull, do 


that beſemeth thy kapzenes. Jf 
thou be diſfo:2med/, that that wan: 
teth in thy vyſage,accompliſhe with 
beauty of good maners. 

Here moche and ſpeake lyttell. 

Get oꝛ apply the in pouth to ſobꝛe⸗ 
nes, and in age to wiſedome. 

De is not riche that moche polleſ⸗ 
ſeth, but be that is content with that 
be bath. Euery couetous man is poꝛe 
who hath not that he hath. 

A womi without dowꝛp, is inough 
endowed if the be chaſte. 

The pꝛoperty of a pꝛudent man is, 
not to de reuenged whan he might. 
An tuel man although he can not, 


pet he deſpꝛeth to hurte. 
Ckeobulus. 
Bat thou hated thou chuldet . 
not do to an other. 
T hꝛzetten no ma, foz wat is a 
womaulp tatche. 
J. b. Soner 
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Soner viſet thine iu koꝛtunate, than 
foꝛtunate frendes. 
Falſe detraction hurteth the Iyfe. 
All that be pzudent and 'wyle, 
hate lyers. 
The moꝛe myghty thou arte, the 
moe beware thou ſynne not . And 
the moꝛe men koꝛ thy principality oz . 
rule permpt the to do, the leffe tage 
vpon the. | | 
zelth cuel i often dureth not long. 
e mylde to other to thyne owne 
ſelte rouge. 
The pꝛer ſe ot the foꝛetathers, goth 
not by inhetitaunce to theym that 
come after. 
Burt pet often tymes the chyldꝛen 
are blamed foz the kaultes of the 


parentes. | 
1 Periander. | 


N Othyng is \p2ofitavle that is 


not honet. 

The richer one is, the mo2e 
carefull he lyuety. | 

De is a wꝛetch who foꝛ werines of 
bis life delireth erb, but he is moꝛe 


wetched 
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VVISEMEN, 
wꝛetched that dꝛedeth deth. 
It that muſt ok neceſſitic be done 
make as thou dyddeſt it gladly. 
De that is dꝛad ot manp, muſt ne⸗ 
des feare many. 
Though foꝛtune be fauourable, be 
neuer the higher minded. 
Though thou haue aduerſitp, haue 


a valiant minde. 
Oe yp b:eake may ſwimme 
fo:th togyther with the owner. 
The goodes of foztune be taken 
away by ſundꝛy caſualties, but the 
goodes of the mynde whyche be 
onely the ttue goodes can be ta- 
ken awape nepther by fyer noz by 
ſhypwꝛake. | 
Lerne whan thou arte a chyld ſuch 
thynges, as ſhal be pꝛotitable to the 
whan thou arte a man. 


Tg eophra ſtus. 
me is the moſt pꝛecious coſte 
that a man can beſtowe. 


Ar iſt ippno. 
Eeke the ſuche ryches whyche if 


An⸗ 
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Antiſtßenes. 
T is gyuen to akyng, though he 
[i neuer ſo well pet to be'eupll 
ſpoken of; | 
It is better ot the tweyne, to fall 
amonges a ſoꝛte of:rauens , than a⸗ 
monges flatterers. The rauens eate 
a man whan he is deade, but the flat 
terers eate bym quycke. 


1 That ruſte doth to y2on, that doth 
e nu to man. | 


- 


| Thc concoꝛde of bꝛethꝛen is ſurer 
than any ſtone wall. 
The chyekfeſt lernyng is to vulerne 
vyces. | | 
| | | 
Diogenes. 


SBood man is the ymage ot 
A an. [4 i 
Louc is the bulynes of loy⸗ 


W 1 | 12 
dy age is a thynge moſt mp» 
ſcrable. If | | WI 
There be two whiche byte mot 
deadly, of wylde beaſtes the backe⸗ 
byter, and of tame the flatterer. 

A fiatterynge ſpeche is a hony 
| | {| --] | ſwete 


VVISEMEN, 


\ were wy 
They that ſpeake gloꝛiouſelp, but 


do nothyng therafter them ſelfe, be 
like to a harp which maketh a ſound 
to other, but it ſelfe neyther heareth 
noꝛ perceiueth. | 

Be lyueth vayuly whiche hath no 
care to lpue well. 

A goodly perſon that ſpeaketh vn⸗ 
godly woꝛdes, dꝛaweth fozth a lea» 
den (wo? de out of an puery ſcaberd. 

Bonde meu be thꝛall to their map⸗ 
ſters, and wicked me to their luſtes. 
Lernyng is to ponge men a ſo⸗ 


pooꝛe men ryches, to ryche men a 
garnyſhment. 

Nobilitie, gloꝛp, ryches be the clo⸗ 
kes of naughtynes. 


Hocrates. 


perteyne nought vnto vs. 
This one thing J know ſaid 
Socrates that J knowe nothyng. 


T De thynges that be aboue bs, 


bernes, to olde men a ſolace, to 
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Jke as in euerp pome granate 
I} there is ſome 128 ſo 

there is no man kound through 
ly ae from vice. || 

| Teno. | 
Isert not, that whoſoener 


is great 1s forthwith good, buf 
whoſouer is good, the ſame is alſo 
great. | 

Nature bath gyuen man therkore 
two cares and but one mouth, that 
we ſhulde b redper to here than to 


ſpeake. 


Men ought to be drawen rather 
by the eares than by the gowne, that 
is to ſay, rather by perſ wation than 
by bfolence. | 


T gemiſtocles 
It is better to haue men wantyng 
money,then money wantyng men. 


Perickes. 

a man may be a frend, but hemuſt 
go no further with his frende then 
tyll he come to the aultare, that is, 
he mar not ockende god fo} bis * 


VVISENEN 


des cauſe, 
| Lamacbue, 


It is not lautul in battel to make 
a faute twyle. 


Ipßbicrates. 


It is an vncomlp ſapeng foꝛ a 
wyſe man to ſay, J wolde not haue 
thought it, oꝛ J wolde not haue lo⸗ 
ey that it ihoulde haue come ſo to 
paſſe. 


M. Curins. 

It is far better foꝛ a man to beate 

a rule vpon men Hauyng golde, then 
to haue golde him lelte. 


Cato ſenior. 


It is meruoyle that that city can 
be ſafe, in whyche an ore is ſolde 
10 lelle pꝛice, than a fiſhe is ſold foz, 


AG uſonine, 

If th:oughe labour thon chalte 
woꝛke any wozſhyp, the labour vas 
nyſcheth, and the wozſhyp * 
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| SATENGES: Or 
But if thzough pleaſure thou ſhalte 
wotke any ſhame, the picaſure Pang 
pet and the wame 1 


nacharſ is. 
Fa tratte can no man iuge but 


FINIS. | 
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